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A Needed Change. 

The new board of directors of the National Independent 
Telephone Association meets March 4 to elect officers for the 
coming year. While considering this and other important 
matters, the directors should take up the question of changing 
the method of 


chooses the names of candidates for director to go before the 


selecting the nominating committee which 


convention. 

According to the by-laws now in force, this nominating 
committee is to be appointed by the president of the associa- 
tion, “with the approval of the board of directors.” A more 
satisfactory procedure we ‘believe would be to have the con- 
At this time, 


insistent, the 


vention name its own nominating committee. 
when the demand “let the people rule” is so 
larger the opportunity given the rank and file to have a voice in 
managing their own affairs the less cause will there be for 
Jegitimate complaint. 

By going a step further in the same direction, the directors 
also would do well to allow the convention to name the resolu- 
tions committee and the credentials committee, both of which, 
under the by-laws, are to be appointed by the president with 
the approval of the directors. 

However, at least the nominating committee should originate 
on the floor of the convention as the members of the asso- 
ciation themselves should select their own representatives on 
the board of directors. The meeting of March 4 should take 
up the question and discuss it fully. 





A “Live Wire” Proposition. 

Live wires are the kind that count in telephone work. “Live 
Wires” are what have made TELEPHONY’s Directory of the 
Telephone Industry a success. The “Live Wires” 
to it that their operating companies are properly reported in 
this book. “Live Wires” have patronized its advertising pages. 
“Live Wires” use this work daily throughout the year. 

TELEPHONY’s Directory for 1912 is just off the press. It is 
a handsome volume of over 600 pages, substantially bound in 
cloth and boards. It lists over 21,000 independently owned 
telephone companies, of which some 5,000 are metropolitan and 
The 5,000 or more Bell exchanges also 


have seen 


county seat systems. 


are presented, as well as the telegraph and cable companies, 
all foreign telephone companies and a thousand manufacturing, 
jobbing, contracting and engineering concerns. 

It is an ideal index to the magnitude and stability of the 
industry. It is a guide which correctly represents all interests 
in its field. As a publication, 
of the art, it is a marvel of completeness and accuracy. 

Looking back over the past fifteen years of progress, we 
find that the number of Independent companies has increased 
from 2,246 in 1897 to 21,856 in 1912, while the manufacturing 
interests With 
thoroughly established and more uniformly prosperous than 
ever before, we believe that the outlook for the telephone indus- 


protraying the physical aspects 


have grown proportionately. its field now 


try is bright. 

The coming of still more stable conditions is at hand, when 
ample funds for improvements and extensions will be avail- 
able, and thousands of good telephone companies will thus 
find a comfortable period of prosperity ahead. 

TELEPHONY’s directory may be depended upon to continue its 
good work. May all its friends and patrons likewise prosper. 





Another Will o’ the Wisp Laid to Rest. 
President Taft has performed the last sad rites over the 
grave of Postmaster General Hitchcock’s recommendation to 
congress that the government take over the telegraphs. At 
least, it is fair to presume that the ceremony of disapproving 
of Mr. Hitchcock’s plan which the president observed in trans- 
mitting the post office department’s report to congress consti- 
tutes its obsequies. The proposition may be resurrected in 
the course of a few years, but it is hardly likely that it will 
be seriously considered for a long while. Thus one more 
ignis fatuus flickers out and the Postal company’s merry on- 

set upon the Western Union may continue unabated. 
Government operation appears to be suffering from a very 
black eye in England, particularly since the government ab- 
sorbed the telephone system of the National company, practically 
its only competitor in the past. Reports from London state 
that, since the merger, the service has been worse than ever— 
and it has been admittedly bad at the best. ‘Disgruntled sub- 


scribers are protesting vigorously (and in vain) at the treat- 
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ment they are receiving; they address long and heated letters 
to the dailies, those renowned tribunals in which so many 
bloodless battles are fought in England; they appeal to every- 
thing and everybody promising relief. ‘But, thus far, no relief 
is in sight. 

The Pall Mall Gazette pithily sums up the situation as fol- 
lows: 

The telephone betrays many secrets, but not: more com- 
pletely than in giving away the case for state ownership. 
A week ago we raised a protest against the sudden de- 
moralization of the system, and called for evidence. Now 
there is a chorus of complaint and remonstrance all through 
the press. 

Almost invariably the subscriber's experience under the 
new regime has been not so much verbal incivility as crass 
distortion of numbers, wanton interruption of conversations 
or an abrupt reply of “engaged” when the evidence is all 
the other way. This means that under the spirit of 
officialism the morale of the telephone staff has gone to 
pieces. If the inspectors have followed suit the subscrib- 
ers to each exchange must appoint their own. 

So it is possibly just as well that the United States govern- 
ment keep its hands off these two important public utilities, 


the telephone and the telegraph. We are too thoroughly ac- 
customed to good service with each to tolerate anything which 


would make for deterioration. 





Dr. Steinmetz Prophesies Grandly. 

In the course of an address delivered before the Luncheon 
Club branch of the New England section of the N. E. L. A., Dr. 
C. P. Steinmetz, of Schenectady, N. Y., allowed the mantle of 
prophecy to fall upon him and looked far ahead into the 
future. No spot on earth, said the great electrician, can now 
be considered as electrically isolated, in view of developments 
in the wireless field. The present generation, he declared, is 
not unlikely to live to see a day when a man in the United 
States will call up a friend in Tokio, or in London, and con- 
verse with him by wireless telephony. 

Coming from a practical man of Dr. Steinmetz’ attainments 
one must needs regard this rather staggering forecast with 
attention, but it must be confessed that, to most of us, the 
And, 


despite his confidence, we will still continue to make plans for 


learned gentleman’s statement seems almost visionary. 


spring construction, serene inthe confidence that wires will 
continue to be the medium of exchange of spoken words for 


a considerable time to come. 





A Step in the Right Direction. 

Colorado papers report that, at a meeting of the Republican 
county central committee, of Delta county, the Mountain States 
(Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co., through its “agent of public 
relations,” E. J. Richards, announced that, so far as the 
western slope counties are concerned, the company will with- 
draw from politics entirely and will make no effort to control 
elections. - Simultaneously an employe of the company resigned 
from the committee, as evidence of good intention, and the 
further statement was made that no employe of the company, 
from now on, may hold any political position whatever. 


While this is undoubtedly a step in the direction of clean 


business on the part of the Mountain States Bell, it is, at the 
The 


statement made by the “agent of public relations,” an office. 


same time, a rather shameful confession of past sins. 
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by the way, with the duties of which the public is not generally 
conversant, presupposes that, in the past, the company /as been 
active in politics and /as controlled, or attempted to control, 
elections. 

In fact, it has been more than hinted that it was through 
such devious methods as this that President Field, of the 
Colorado Bell, now of the Mountain States, has been so suc- 
cessful in keeping competition out of Denver. : 

This, however, is no time to throw bricks. If the company 
has seen the error of its ways at last and is truly repentent, 
all true men should rejoice and should hold out the hand of 
encouragement. While some doubt may creep in regarding the 


sincerity of the profession just recorded, the corporation 


should be given the benefit of it. Now, if the principle thus 
enunciated should be extended to cover the entire territory of 
the Bell telephone system, what a great step would have 


been made for both clean business and clean politics! 





A Change in Telephony’s Editorial Force. 

TELEPHONY desires to announce the addition to its editorial 
staff of Stanley R. Edwards, who succeeds F. H. Reed as 
technical editor. Mr. Edwards is more or less well known 
to TELEPHONY’s readers through his former association with 
the paper, which extended over a period of about two years. 
This connection was terminated in October, 1910, owing to 
the fact that his health at that time necessitated a long rest 
and entire relief from editorial duties. 

Mr. Edwards is thoroughly equipped for the work which 
he has now assumed. Graduating. from the electrical engineer- 
ing course at Cornell University, he entered the employ of 
the Western Electric Co., in Chicago. For about a year and 
a half he was engaged in the various departments of the 
Bell factory, followed by three years with the same corpora- 
tion in its Omaha branch. His duties in Omaha comprised 
those of store-keeper, shop foreman, purchasing agent and en- 
gineer. During these years, Mr. Edwards acquired complete 
familiarity with all phases of Bell practice, including manu- 
facturing, selling, comstruction, operation and engineering. 

In the spring of 1908 he became associated in the capacity of 
assistant editor with the American Telephone Journal, then 
published by the McGraw Publishing Co., in New York City. 
When that paper was taken over by TELEPHONY, in the fall 
of 1908, Mr. Edwards removed to Chicago and became assis- 
tant editor there continuing ag, such until his resignation, as 
before stated. While thus engaged ‘he was naturally brought 
into close acquaintance with all forms of Independent manu- 
facture and engineering practice, thus fully rounding out his 
experience in the telephone field. 

After fully regaining his health, Mr. Edwards went with 
the North Shore Electric Co., in Chicago, in the field of power 
station construction work. For the past nine months he has 
been in the engineering department of that company. 

It will be seen, therefore, that, since leaving college, Mr. 
Edward’s work has been along lines which have amply qualified 
him for the technical editorship of TreLepHony. He is an 


original and forceful writer and his productions bear the 


unmistakable stamp of authority. TELErHoNy felicitates itself 
upon securing the services of so thoroughly competent a man 


as Mr. Edwards to edit its technical department. 

















Gary Interests in Control of Kansas City Independent 


Theodore Gary and Associates Secure More than Majority of Outstanding $3,000,000 Stock of Kansas City Home 
which Owns all Stock of Kansas City Long Distance Company—Declare Purchase 
was Made to Protect Other Interests from Bell. 


A controlling interest in the Kansas City Home Telephone 
Co. and the Kansas City Long Distance Telephone Co. has 
been secured this week by Theodore Gary, H. L. Gary and A. 
F. Adams. Theodore Gary, as is well known, is the head of 
the Gary System of Independent telephone companies, owning 
and operating properties in Topeka, Lawrence, Wichita and 
Hutchinson, Kans., in Joplin, Nevada and St. Joseph, Mo., and 
elsewhere in Mis- 
souri, Kansas, 
Iowa and Nebras- 
ka, together with 
a considerable 
mileage of toll and 
long distance lines. 

Control of the 
Kansas City prop- 
erties is vested in 
the Telephone Se- 
curities Co., re- 
cently incorpo- 
rated under the 
laws of West Vir- 
ginia, with the fol- 
lowing officers : 
President,  Theo- 
dore Gary; vice- 
president, A. F. 
Adams; _ secretary 
and treasurer, H. 
L. Gary. 

The following 
formal statement 
regarding the deal 
was authorized by 
Mr. Gary on Mon- 
day: 

“The Telephone 
Securities Co. has 
acquired by pur- 
chase more than a 
majority of the 
outstanding stock 
of the Kansas City 
Home _ Telephone 
Co. and all the 
stock of the Kan- 
sas City Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. The organizers of the Telephone Se- 
curities Co. constitute the active management of the Gary 
telephone system, now operating telephone properties in Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska. The company is fully fi- 
nanced and will be in a position to make whatever extensions 
and additions conditions in its newly acquired territory may 
demand. 

“J. J. Heim will retire as president of the Kansas City Home 
Telephone Co. and Theodore Gary will be elected in his place 
at the next meeting of the board of directors. A. F. Adams, of 
Joplin, and H. L. Gary, of Macon, will be elected members of 
the board of directors of the Kansas City Home Telephone 
Co. and probably will be identified with the company’s ac- 
tivities. 

“No arrangements have been made looking to any important 





Main Exchange of Kansas 


changes in the management of the company. O. C. Snider is 
now vice-president and general manager, and while no definite 
arrangements have been made the new owners hope to be able 
to induce him to remain with the company. Theodore Gary, 
H. L. Gary and A. F. Adams own all the voting stock of the 
company.” In a later interview, Mr. Gary stated that the 
Kansas City properties were bought in order to protect his 
other companies 
from the Bell. 

Commenting on 
the 
and, in a measure 
at least, reflecting 
public opinion in 
Kansas City in re- 
gard to it, the 
Kansas City Star 
printed the follow- 
ing: 

“The announce- 
ment came today 
as a surprise, but 
the opinion was 
freely expressed 
that the purchase 
by the Garys was 
in some way con- 
nected with the 
efforts of the 
American Tele- 
phone & _ Tele- 
graph Co. to get 
control of the 
Kansas City com- 
pany and its long 
connec- 


transaction 


distance 
tions. 

“For some time 
the Bell company, 
(the Missouri & 
Kansas), owned 
by the American 
Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, 
has been negotiat- 
ing with the city 
here for the right 
to consolidate with the Home Telephone Co., of Kansas City. 
It was stated when these negotiations were opened that the 
Bell company had an option on the stock of the Home com- 
pany. The Bell company denied the assertions that were made 
that it already owned a majority of the stock.” 

“The officers of the company are all well known Independent 
telephone men,” the Star concluded. “They have been active 
in the telephone business for many years. It is the intention, 
they assert, to extend and enlarge the present service as much 
as possible.” 

The Kansas City Home Telephone Co. owns all the stock of 
the Long Distance company and guarantees its bonds, prin- 
cipal and interest. The fiscal year of the Home company 
closes on March 31. The statement for the year just closing, 
therefore, is not available. The figures given below are from 


City Home Telephone Co. 
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the company’s annual report for the year ended March 31, 1911. 

This statement shows that the company closed the year with 
net earnings of $348,400, equal to 11.6 per cent. on the out- 
standing $3,000,000 of stock, having paid quarterly dividends of 
2 per cent. throughout the year. 





Theodore Gary. 


These statements afford an excellent idea of the proper- 
ties a year ago, it being a fair inference that their situation 








has greatly improved during the past eleven months. Follow- 
ing is the income account: 
EARNINGS AND EXPENSES. 
Year Ended March 31, 1911. 
Long Dist- Home Tele- 
ance Co. phone Co. Total 
Gross earnings ........ $378,424.21 
Less commissions and 
mileage paid other 
COMMMRMIES .occccicecas 108,288.24 $1,046,261.86 $1,316,397.83 
$270,135.97 
NY eee 139,986.35 626,818.40 766,804.75 
130,149.62 419,443.46 549,593.08 
NE oid cencenieca 65,650.84 135,541.69 201,192.53 
RR sie so a 64,498.78 283,901.77 348,400.55 


An analysis of the earnings and expenses is given in the fol- 
lowing tables: 


HomeE ComPANny. 











OEE Re FEET OCLC PROD 29,071 

Average gross earnings per telephone................... $38.01 

Average expenses per telephone....................000- 22.75 

Net earnings per telephone..................ccccecceees 15.26 

ER er eee ee rene 4.92 

ER TT ee en er re 10.34 
Lone DisTANCE COMPANY. 

Toll Lines Exchanges 
OS er eo $172,182.81 $97,953.16 
PE ci bswerutedatcestscssahees 74,418.36 65,567.99 
ee Ro ik ck chaedinbeekes 97,764.45 32,385.17 
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Cost PER UNIT. 











Per Circuit Per Mile Per Per Tele- 
Mile Pole Line Message phone 
Gross earnings..... $34.37 $158.69 201 $14.77 
PMPOQSES once ccccce 14.85 68.58 .087 9.89 
Net earnings ....... 19.52 90.11 114 4.88 


The consolidated balance sheet, as of March 31, 1911, is as- 
follows: 
CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET. 


As of March 31, 1911. 


ASSETS 

| ORCC a or ne a ear $7,324,996.48 
Buildings and real estate........... 234,591.24 
Furniture, fixtures and tools....... 22,075.42- 
New construction (for which bonds 

can be issued to Long Distance | 

eS OEE OEE CCRT 196,946.72: 
Material .and supplies..............ee0- 78,987.07 
Investments in and advances to 


affiliated companies.............. 223,612.43 
Accounts. receivable, after providing 
for bad and doubtful accounts... 
Cash in banks and on hand........ 
Deferred Charges to Income 
Unexpired insurance, etc.......... 26,360.57 
Investment of Sinking Fund of Long Distance Company 
Cost of $19,300 bonds of Home 
CD * (555 cacccitesderenwewss $17,129.50 
Cost of $50,500 bonds of Long “* 
Distance Company.....:... . 43,287.50 
Cash in hands of trustees uninvested. 2,547.73 


78,358.24 
44,181.00 


62,964.73- 





$8,293,073.90- 
LIABILITIES 
Capital Stock 
Kansas City Home Company, 
authorized and issued......... 
Bonded Indebtedness 
Kansas City Home company, first ;- 


$3,000,000.00- 


mortgage 5% gold _ bonds, 
wetaeeee 55 e233 2 eS aS $3,000,000.00 
vs 2. ae 52,000.00 2,948,000.00- 


Kansas City Long Distance com- 
pany, first mortgage 5% gold 
bonds, authorized: ............. 

Less, in treasury and pur- 


1,199,500.00 


chased by Home company. , 40,000.00 1,159,500.00- 
ee MONEE. coke ces atstactevess 252,000.00 
I SIs 5.4 oes debe oss 40,244.84 
Accrued bond int., taxes, etc..... 62,467.00 
Reserve for public liability........ 5,600.00 
Reserve for div., April 15, 1911.... 60,000.00 
Clmenened SOGtOS 2.655 scsi sievces 8,803.11 
Bond sinking fund of Long Dis- 
tance | company—appropriations 
and interest on investments..... 62,964.73 
Depreciation reserve.............. 400,000.00: 


Surplus. 


Balance at March 31, 1910...... 297,088.58 


PEE Se SOcdateddcevistecuens 348,400.55 
Transferred to depreciation re- 

GE ot eeWeseseadadesasdeSecawe 100,000.00 
Appropriations to bond Sinking 

MO Soveucedsbcutbedtesvebes 11,995.00 


$ 533,494.13 


Less, dividends for the year...... 240,000.00 293,494.13 





$8,293,073.90 














March 2, 1912. 


The net gain in telephones operated for the year was 3,368, 
making a total in service last March of 36,065. The Long 
Distance company had at that time 1,091 miles of pole line 
carrying 10,050 miles of wire. The total wire for both com- 
panies, including that in cable, was in excess of 111,000 miles. 
The two companies had 275 duct miles of conduit. They were 
operating seventeen exchanges with equipped capacity for 28,035 
lines. Approximately 1,000 employes were on the payroll. 

















A. F. Adams. 


During the year over $300,000 was expended in additions to 
plant and real estate. In addition $100,000 was set aside out 
of the earnings for depreciation reserve, making the total at 
the close of the year $400,000. The net surplus the same date 
was about $300,000. Maintenance expenditures were $226,328 
for the year. 





Oklahoma Telephone Association Meets. 


At the annual meeting of the Oklahoma Telephone Asso- 
ciation, just held at Oklahoma City, the delegates were 
addressed by, among others, George A. Henshaw, a mem- 
ber of the Corporation Commission, and George P. Player, 
the commission’s engineer. Mr. Henshaw spoke of phys- 
ical connection and said that the attitude of the Oklahoma 
commission will be to deal with each application separately, 
so that there will be no duplication of long distance rates 
between two points. He stated that, with the exception of 
a few specific cases now under discussion, rates and condi- 
tions in the telephone business in Oklahoma seemed satis- 
factory. 


TELEPHONY 





267 


Mr. Player discussed the question of rural line con- 
tracts and the points that have been emphasized by the 
commission. 

In a discussion of the rates now charged by telephone 
exchanges for switching the calls of rural and mutual 
companies, it was decided that the present rate is too low 
and a committee of three was appointed to investigate the 
rates for the purpose of settling on one that will be fair 
to both the exchanges and the mutal telephone com- 
panies. 

R. S. Goffe, of Sulphur, was re-elected president of the 
association; W. J. Steele, of Kingfisher, vice-president; 
Horance Truman, of Geary, secretary-treasurer. H. W. 
Wilson, E. A. Smith, L. F. Gilger and G. T. Collins com- 
pose the executive committee, and Humphrey Sullian, L. 
T. Hine and H. L. Latteer the legislative committee. 





Los Angeles Home to Appeal. 

The Home Telephone & Telegraph Co., which is fighting an 
ordinance that compels-it to provide for $2 the same telephone 
service for which the Pacific Bell charges $3, will petition the 
Supreme Court of the United States to pass on the question of 
jurisdiction. This action will be taken because Judge Olin 
Wellborn decided in the United States district court, that he 
was without jurisdiction to grant the Home company’s applica- 
tion for a temporary injunction restraining the city from en- 
forcing rates declared to be confiscatory and discriminatory. 

J. A. Gibson, of Gibson, Trask, Dunn & Crutcher, who is 
handling the case for the Home Telephone company, said, 
following Judge Wellborn’s decision: 

“We expect to prosecute our appeal to the United States 
Supreme Court on the question of jurisdiction. We are al- 
lowed ten days in which to amend our complaint and within | 
that time we will take action. Judge Wellborn’s decision did 
not go into the merits of the case at all. He dealt only with 
the question of jurisdiction and it is from that decision that 
we will make our appeal. 

“Tt also is probable that we will appeal to the circuit court 
on the temporary injunction we asked of the district court.” 





Alberta Government to Spend Two Millions. 

Two million dollars will be spent this year on telephone 
construction in Alberta. This is the statement made by 
the Hon. A. L. Sifton, Premier of Alberta, and Minister 
of Railways and Telephones, who is now in Winnipeg. 

The programme includes the construction of over 3,000 
miles of rural lines, 500 miles of long distance lines over 
new routes, connecting towns along recently constructed 
railways, and about 700 miles of additional circuits on ex- 
isting long distance routes, also a number of new town 
exchanges, as well as extensive additions to existing ex- 
changes. 





mand, 


tified with the company’s activities. 


own all of the voting stock of the company. 





FORMAL STATEMENT OF THEODORE GARY, RELATIVE TO KANSAS CITY PURCHASE 


The Telephone Securities Co. has acquired by purchase more than a majority of the outstanding stock of the 
Kansas City Home Telephone Co. and all the stock of the Kansas City Long Distance Telephone Co. 
ganizers of the Telephone Securities Co. constitute the active management of the Gary telephone system, now 
operating telephone properties in Missouri, Kansas, Iowa and Nebraska. 
be in a position to make whatever extensions and additions conditions in its newly acquired territory may de- 


J. J. Heim will retire as president of the Kansas City Home Telephone Co. and Theodore Gary will be elected 
in his place at the next meeting of the board of directors. 
be elected members of the board of directors of the Kansas City Home Telephone Co. and probably will be iden- 


No arrangements have been made looking to any important changes in the management of the company. O. C. 
Snider is now vice-president and general manager, and while no definite arrangements have been made the new 
owners hope to be able to induce him to remain with the company. Theodore Gary, H. L. Gary and A. F. Adams 


The or- 


The company is fully financed and will 


A. F. Adams, of Joplin, and H. L. Gary, of Macon, will 
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Government Ownership Not Popular in England. 

Since the government absorbed the system of the National 
Telephone Co., in England, the service is said to have become 
thoroughly demoralized. A storm of complaints has followed 
the merger, to which the answer of the government is only 
that people regard it as their privilege to attack a government 
institution and are voicing complaints that would not have 
been made in such volume if a private telephone company was 
involved. However, there is enough in what the complainants 
say and what is heard from the man-in the street to make 
it appear that a. dismissal of the charges on the ground given 
by the government authorities hardly meets the issue. The 
complaints are of the usual character—long waiting for the ex- 
change to answer or inability to get the exchange, slow ser- 
vice when the exchange responds, wrong numbers given, no- 
tification by the exchange that the person called does not 
answer when subsequent evidence indicates that the person 
wanted was at the telephone at the time and unsatisfactory 
dealings with the postoffice in the effort to remedy annoying 
conditions. 

But the principal complaint is that the operators are indif- 
ferent to’ the desires of patrons. This alleged indifference 
is attributed directly to government ownership. With the tak- 
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ing over of the private lines the government added about 
18,000 employes to its civil service list. These employes are 
practically assured of life service with a pension on retire- 
ment, and it is contended that the satisfaction derived from 
the contemplation of this condition has made many of them 
believe that there is no occasion to worry over the require- 
ments of the public. 

At any rate there is a growing disposition to regard gov- 
ernment ownership of telephones as anything but a blessing 
says a writer in the New York Sun. 

It has been asserted that the National Telephone Co. gave 
much better service than the postoffice, against which the 
charge of indifference to its obligations to telephone patrons 
was pending long before it was accentuated by the increase 
in its field of operations. 





Louisville Home Officers Re-elected. 

At a recent meeting of the directors of the Louisville 
Home Telephone Co. all the officers were re-elected, as 
follows: E. H. Cady, Toledo, president; J. M. Lassing, 
Frankfort, vice-president; Darwin W. Johnson, secretary; 
J. D. Powers, treasurer; S. M. Heller, assistant treasurer, 
and P. S. Pogue, general manager 





The telephone industry, compared to other indus- 
tries of similar size and ‘importance, is a mere infant 
in point of years. Ten years ago is not a far cry back, 
yet a glance .at TELEPHONY’s files of 1902 shows what 
rapid strides. the industry has taken during the last 


sey | For instance: 


The@January, 1912, issue of TELEPHONY quotes John 
I, Sabin, president of the Chicago Telephone Co., as 
saying: . “Six months ago Chicago had 30,000 tele- 
phones. Today she has 40,000 and within two years 


we will. install intruments to bring the total number of 
subscribers up to 100,000.” The demand for tele- 
phone service, he said, was beyond the resources of 
the company. 

In 1912 the Chicago company has 315.000 subscribers, 
of which 251,000 are in the city. 

The same issue says: “The Automatic Electric Co. of 
Chicago, has been incorporated with a capital of $2,- 
000,000. . This.company has secured the manufacturing 
rights for the United States of the Strowger Automa- 
tic Telephone Exchange and its manufacturing plant 
in Chicago. 

“The automatic switchboard has been installed and 
used for several years at Augusta, Ga., Albert Lea, 
Minn., Geneva, Ithaca and Perry, N. Y., Trinidad, N. 
M., and New Bedford and Fall River, Mass.” 

January 7, 1902, Judge Tuley entered an order re- 
straining the Chicago Telephone Co. from. charging 
more than $125 a year, the rate fixed by its franchise, 
in.the fight started by the Illinois Mfgr’s: Association. 

W. C. Sterling & Son, Monroe, Mich., in January, 
1902, received an order for 1,500 cedar poles to be 
shipped to Cairo and Alexandria, Egypt. 

The February, 1902, issue reports the sixth annual 
convention of the Northwestern Cedarmen’s Associa- 
tion at Minneapolis, at which C. H. Worcester, then 
of Marinette, Wis., was elected president. 

Purdue University established its telephone depart- 
ment. The faculty consulted with Alexander Graham 
Bell, S: G. McMeen, Kempster B. Miller, F. R. Mc- 
Jerty and W. E. Doolittle and acknowledged their 
assistance. and cooperation. J. C. Kelsey, the well 
known writer on TELEPHONY’s staff, was the head of 
the Purdue department of telephony. 





TELEPHONY TEN YEARS AGO—INTERESTING RETROSPECTIVE SURVEY OF FIELD 


January, 27, 1902, the United States Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania held the Carty bridg- 
ing bell patent to be invalid, which was an important 
Independent victory. 

Kansas Independent telephone men held their first 
state convention at Topeka, January 28, 1902. The 
officers elected were: A. R. Chaplin, Newton, presi- 
dent; B. F. Pankey, Topeka, vice-president; J. W. 
Smith, treasurer; C. E. Wells, Marion, secretary; exe- 
cutive committee, W. H. Wilson, Smith Center; C. L. 
Brown, Abilene; J. E. Byers, Ottawa; E. H. Berry, 
Atchison. 

February 19 and 20, 1902, the Wisconsin Independent 
Telephone Association held its third annual convention 
at Milwaukee. More than 200 delegates were present. 
Addresses were made by president A. S. Hutchinson, 
E. R. Conklin, John A. Gaynor, I. A. Lumpkin, E. B. 
Fisher, S. A. Dinsmore, J. J. Nate, H. B. McMeal, G. D. 
Jones, H. C. Hackney, Chas. W. Farr, James E. Keelyn 
and H. R. Ritter. The officers elected were: Richard 
Valentine, Janesville, president; H. D. Slater, Waupaca, 
vice-president; H. C. Winter, Madison, secretary and 
treasurer. 

Ten years ago the railroads were beginning to in- 
vestigate the use of the telephone in train dispatching 
and in other ways complementing the work of the 
telegraph. The February‘issue of TELEPHONY records 
that “plans are now under way to install telephone 
instruments on all trains running across the state of 
Colorado. At all large stations sockets and switches 
will be located so that when trains stop one of the 
crew will instantly connect the train system with the 
Denver exchange and through to the long distance cir- 
cuits.” Attention is also called in this issue to the 
announcement that “telephones are to supplant the 
telegraph in the operation of trains on the Illinois 
Central.” 

Announcement was made in the same issue that C. 
H. Grant, superintendent of telegraph of the Northern 
Pacific railroad had perfected an invention for the sim- 
ultaneous transmission of telephone and _ telegraph 
messages over the same wire. “Tests made over a line 
twenty-five miles in length,” reads the report,” demon- 
strate that it is a success.” 























‘Tri-State Independent Pays 35th (Quarterly Dividend 


Minnesota Company Makes Regular Disbursement this Week on Basis of 6 Per Cent. per Annum—Statement for 
1911 Shows Aggregate Surplus and Reserve Accounts of About One and a Quarter Millions— 
Operating Ratio for Year 52.2 Per Cent. of Gross. 


The Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co., of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, mailed this week to holders of its preferred stock 
the thirty-fifth consecutive quarterly dividend on that Tri- 
State issue—the fortieth, including the payments made by the 
former company, the Twin City. The dividend at the 
rate of 6 per cent. per annum. 

The income statement for the year ended December 31, 1911, 
not hitherto made public, shows gross earnings of $1,398,627 
and expenses, including taxes, of $730,970. The operating cost, 
therefore, was but 52.2 per cent. of gross. 

The total surplus at the close of the year was $615,000; the 
depreciation account aggregated $614,471. Combined surplus 
and reserves amounted to approximately one and a quarter 
million dollars. 

After providing for bond and floating debt, interest and 
doubtful accounts, and paying dividends on both preferred and 
common stock, there remained a balance of $253,274 applicable 
to surplus and reserves. Of this, $100,000 was carried to sur- 
plus account and $150,000 to depreciation reserve. 

The condensed statement of revenue and expenses for the 
year ended December 31, 1911, was as below: 


was 


REVENUE ACCOUNT. 
Year ended December 31, 1911. 


INCOME, 
Gross earnings from operation...............0.00- $1,379,134.81 
Revenue from other Sources. ..........<.060s0000% 19,492.20 





St a x taht ng ca $1,398,627.01 
EXPENDITURES. 

Operation, maintenance and general expense....$ 676,995.43 

Other incidental expenses. .............0.62ccceccecss 7,464.25 

Fee, PAIS AU ACCOMM o.oo sicass nie ooo sibwwaeladico’'e 46,510.50 

To reserve for doubtful accounts................. 13,800.57 

Interest on funded and floating debt.............. 228,374.90 


Total income 


TRA RE iiss costae arnt bee oa $ 973,145.65 
Pe I  btcccitinanaks wae adie ceeds aaadwwalkied 425,481.36 
Dividends paid on preferred stock............... 112,396.06 
Dividends paid on common stock................. 59,811.20 
Balance available for surplus and reserves........ $ 253.274.10 


DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS EARNINGS FOR 1911. 
To reserve for contingencies 
To reserve for depreciation 
Cattied ta sUCRIMs ACCOUDE .....6.65.65 cos cewcces cs. 


3,274.10 
150,000.00 
100,000.00 





$ 253,274.10 
Total surpins December 3b; 1980 iiisc ii siccscicaccces $ 615,000.00 


Total depreciation reserve December 31, 1911.... 614,471.76 


Commenting on the showing made, E. H. Moulton, president 
of the company, in his letter accompanying the dividend checks, 
says: 

“The year 1911 was not, generally speaking, one of prosperity 
for all classes of business. Many corporations, as in the in- 
stance of some of the. railroads, found their earnings depleted 
to such an extent that a reduction in dividends was necessary. 
In the face of this somewhat general depression, we are 
pleased to report to our stockholders a normal increase in our 
gross earnings fors the past year—a further demonstration of 
the stable earning power of well managed telephone utilities. 
Weather conditions, during the past three months, have caused 
a halt in all outside construction: but we are planning the 
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usual extensions during the coming spring and summer.” 
The company operates in practically the entire state of Min- 
nesota, its lines extending into adjoining states. 





Perfecting Merger in Northern New York. 

At the recent meeting of the Mountain Home Telephone 
Co., held in Caranac Lake, N. Y., it was voted to increase 
the capital stock of the company from $100,000 to $1,000,000. 

The Mountain Home company will take over the prop- 
erty and plants of the New York Telephone Co., the Adi- 
rondack Home Telephone Co., of Malone, and the Clin- 
ton Telephone Co., of Plattsburg, and will eliminate dupli- 
cate plants by May 1 except for Bell toll lines, which 
will be used by the consolidation. The New York Tele- 
phone Co. has acquired a controlling interest in the Moun- 
tain Home Telephone Co.,- but the management, it is 
said, will continue in hands, with I. H. Griswold 
of Albany and Elyria, Ohio, as president. 


locai 





May Consolidate at Kelso, Wash. 

A resolution passed by the city council of Kelso, Wash., 
practically assures the consolidation of the telephone com- 
panies of that city. The council declared that it does not 
at this time desire to protest against the consolidation 
scheme or the proposed increase in telephone rentals, but 
reserves the right to protest at any time in the future 
providing the rates do not prove satisfactory. 





Organize Independent as Answer to Bell Raise. 

The people of Emmett, Idaho, unable to secure rates 
from the Mountain States Telephone Co., which they deem 
fair and reasonable, are organizing the Emmett Mutual 
Telephone Co. The Bell has about tele- 
phones in the town. Contracts for all but some fifteen of 
these, it is stated, have been cancelled and the telephones 
Stock in the company 


Or% 
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are being rapidly taken out. new 


is being taken liberally. 





Plan New Independent for Vincennes. 

Representatives of interests who are contemplating ask- 
ing the city of Vincennes, Ind., for a franchise to install an 
Independent telephone plant there are in the city confer- 
ring with local business men with a view of ascertaining 
how Vincennes feels toward two systems. 

The Central Union Bell several months ago purchased 
the plant of the Home Telephone Co. and will consolidate 
the two this month. The company which will ask a fran- 
chise here expects to install the automatic system. 





Supreme Court Upholds Texas’ Franchise Tax. 

A special franchise tax, imposed by Texas upon foreign 
corporations, was declared valid this week by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Texas courts sustained the 
law in a suit of Gaar, Scott & Co., of Indiana, against the 
Texas secretary of state. 


> 





Providence Bell Issues New Stock. 

The stockholders of the Providence (Bell) Telephone 
Co., operating in Rhode Island, have authorized the di- 
rectors to issue $500,000 additional stock as required. This 
will bring the outstanding issue to $4,000,000. The total 
stock authorized is $5,000,000. 
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Taft Opposes Government Ownership. 

President Taft has informed congress that he does not ap- 
prove of Postmaster General Hitchcock’s recommendation that 
the government should buy and operate the telegraph lines 
of the country. In transmitting the report of the Postoffice 
department to congress, the president said, referring to this 
feature of it: 

“There is only one recommendation in which [I cannot agree 
—that is one which recommends that the telegraph lines in 
the United States should be made a part of the postal sys- 
tem and operated in conjunction with the mail system. This 
presents a question of government ownership of public utili- 
ties which are private enterprise under 
franchises from the government. 

“I believe the true principle is that private enterprise 
should be permitted to carry on such public utilities under due 
regulation as to rates by proper authority rather than that the 
This principle I fa- 
the best 


now conducted by 


government should itself conduct them. 
vor because I do not think it in accordance with 
public policy thus greatly to increase the body of public ser- 
vants, 

“Of course, if it could be shown that telegraph service could 
be furnished to the public at a less price than it is now 
furnished to the public by telegraph companies and with equal 
efficiency the argument might be a strong one in favor of 
the adoption of the proposition. But I am not satisfied from 
any evidence that if these properties were taken over by the 
government they could be managed any more economically 
or any more efficiently or that this would enable the govern- 
ment to furnish service at any smaller rate than the public 
are now required to pay by private companies. 

“More than. this it seems to me that the consideration of 
the question ought to be postponed until after the postal savings 
banks have come into complete and smooth operation and 
after a parcels post has been established not only upon the 
rural routes and the city deliveries but also through the de- 
partment. It will take some time to perfect these additions 
to the activities of the postoffice department, and we may well 
await their complete and successful adoption before we take 
on a new burden in this extended department.” 








> 


Congressman Littleton on Trusts. 

Martin W. Littleton, congressman from New York, is 
no friend to the Sherman anti-trust law. Mr. Littleton 
believes in curbing the trusts, however, and in a recent 
address before the Industrial Club, of Chicago, gave the 
following rules which he _ believes should be enforced 
against corporations engaged in interstate business: 

You shall not accept a secret rebate. 

You shall not deliberately plan to undersell your 
competitor for the purpose of driving him out of 
business. 

You shall not control his concern by purchasing 
stock and suddenly appearing to control him. 

You and your related concerns cannot own the 
stock of a company in the same business you are in. 

Devote yourself to the thing you are doing, and 
then give the man whose business is about to be 
invaded, not the attorney general, the right to pro- 
test before the invasion takes place. 

“It is not the business of government to tell business 
what it shall do, but what it may not do,” declared Mr. 
Littleton. “Its capacity is prohibitive, not directive.” 








Committee Given Full Power at Omaha. 

Bond holders of the Independent Telephone Company 
of Omaha have unanimously voted full power to the reor- 
ganization committee to handle the situation. 

The committee is composed of Frank H. Woods, chair- 
man, and Edson Rich, Lysle I. Abbott, Frank B. Johnson, 
Fred W. Stearns and John Kierman, the latter of Portland. 
Mr. Abbott, having been appointed receiver, and thus 


TEJ.EPZIIONY 








Vol. 62, No. 9. 


representing all interests, resigned from the committee, of 
which he had been secretary. Mr. Rich, who had been ap- 
pointed by the court attorney for the receiver, also re- 
signed from the committee, the other four members re- 
maining. 





Beneficial Result of Pasadena’s Bell Suit. 

Already, says the Pasadena (Cal.) Star, the victory which 
the city of Pasadena won in the courts over the Pacific 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. is having its good effect for 
municipalities in other parts of the state. Word has 
come from Santa Maria, Santa Barbara county, that the 
city authorities there have, after a long fight, succeeded in 
forcing the Bell company to apply for a franchise to oper- 
ate its lines within the town’s limits. 

As in this city and other places, the Bell refused to apply 
for a renewal of its franchise at Santa Maria_some months 
ago. It put up the same claim as made in Pasadena, 
which, briefly, is that, being an interstate concern, it was 
not amenable to.local regulations. 

The Santa Maria trustees left the matter in the hands of 
City Attorney C. L. Preisker, with instructions to take 
such steps as he considered necessary to bring the com- 
pany to terms. Three months ago, before the decision 
of the United States supreme court upset the company’s 
unique theory. Preisker notified the company’s officers at 
Santa Maria and at general headquarters that they could 
not set another pole in the streets of Santa Maria until 
they had secured a franchise. This brought snappy re- 
sponse, but nevertheless no attempt was made to extend 
its lines. 

Now the company wants to make certain extensions, and 
has admitted defeat by making formal application for a 
franchise. The trustees now are considering terms to be 
exacted of the company. 


Dallas to Commence Operations This Month. 

J. C. Casler, president of the Dallas (Texas) Automatic 
Telephone Co., states that service will probably be inaug- 
urated some time this month. Switchboards are already 
installed in the exchanges, and stations are being placed 
at the rate of about 100 per day. 

Mr. Casler says that the company now has more than 
11,000 subscribers, and that, when its plant is completed, it 
will have facilities for handling 35,000 telephones, enough 
to accommodate a city three times the size of Dallas. The 
initial capacity of the system is more than sufficient for the 
subscribers already obtained. Business interests are being 
re-canvassed, and it is thought that the number of sub- 
scribers will be largely increased. 

The work of laying cables is being pushed forward in 
many parts of Dallas, and it is expected that the cable and 
underground system will be finished soon. 








Columbus Citizens Re-elects Officers. 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the Colum- 
bus Citizens Telephone Co., all of the old directors were 
re-elected as follows: Frank A. Davis, Edwin R. Sharp, 
J. B. Hanna, L. D. Hagerty, H. M. Daugherty, C. C. Gris- 
wold, F. R. Huntington, W. K. Field, F. W. Stevens, F. 
H. McKnight and John H. Moler. The board re-elected 
the same officers: Frank A. Davis, president; Edwin R. 
Sharp, vice-president and treasurer; W. L. Cary, secretary; 
G. R. Johnson, general manager. 


New Director for Southern Bell. 

At the recent annual meeting of the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., the entire board was re-elected, 
except that J. Epps Brown succeeded Joseph M. Brown. 
The retiring officers were also re-elected. 




















Telephony’s Directory of Telephone Industry is Ready 


Edition of 1912 is Off the Press this Week and Being Distrit uted— Latest Issue of Book, which Originated Seven- 
teen Years Ago, is Marvel of Completeness—Covers Every Department of the Art of Telephony— 
Compilation now a Continuous Performance Through the Year. 


By the time this issue of TELEPHONY has reached its sub- 
scribers, the 1912 edition of our Directory of the Tele- 
phone Industry will be ready for the mails. The 1912 direc- 
tory marks still further 
progress in the evolu- 
tion of this book, which 
originated jsome_ seven- 
teen years ago with a 
small list of companies, 
published by H. B. Mc- 
Meal, president of Te- 
lephony Publishing Co. 
This list was first issued 
in pamphlet form “for 
the benefit of the. few 
concerns which © were 
then struggling to get 
a foot-hold in the.new 
industry; and, owing to 
the difficulty in getting 
accurate information, as 
well as to the frequency 
of changes and addi- 
tions, these lists for the 
first few years were far 
from being ideal. How- 
ever, they were the only 
lists of their kind, and, as time went on and opportunities 
increased, they were improved and enlarged. So well did 
they serve their purposes, that for seventeen years they 
have held the field against all comers, and today TELEPH- 
ony’s directory constitutes the only complete and cor- 
rect guide of the telephone field. A comparison between 
the first list and the directory which we have just com- 
pleted for 1912, is interesting. 

There were but four pages in the original list and the 
number of companies listed amounted to but 839. In the 
1912 directory there are over 600 pages and 21,856 com- 
panies. The 1912 book is an impressive volume which 
would be a credit to any industry. It is substantially 
bound in board and cloth covers, and we believe that it 
represents, attractively, every interest in the telephone 
field—Independent and Bell; manufacturing, jobbing, con- 
tracting, engineering and operating. It presents all of the 
companies of the world, so far as we have knowledge at 
the present time, and embraces some 700 companies in 
Canada, as well as 40 or 50 in our island possessions; quite 
a considerable sprinkling in Mexico and South America, 
and a large number located in other continents. 

While the detail involved in the compilation of a work 
yf this kind is something tremendous, and often nerve- 
racking, the task has had its pleasant features as well. It 
has served to bring TrELEPHONY and its directory force 
in closer touch with the men who go to make this indus- 
try one of the most important in modern commercial life. 
We have enjoyed the co-operation of all interests in the 
field, have had the assistance of national and state associa- 
tions, have received the cordial support of Bell and West- 
ern Electric officials and have had accurate lists contributed 
from practically all of the states and territories of the 
U. S. A. Last, but by no means least, we have had the 
support of over 370 different advertisers. 

Among other features of TELEPHONY’s 








directory 


which have developed materially in the course of years 
may be numbered its advertising service. Manufacturers 
and dealers who desire to cover telephone buyers in a 
different manner and at small cost, have found that 
directory answers all requirements effectively and 

pensively. This, therefore, accounts for the increased pa- 
tronage of the book each year. We have added to the 
value of the “Buyers’ Guide” section of the book through 
the introduction of fine new maps of the states and terri- 
tories, as well as of the Dominion of Canada and various 


our 
inex- 


foreign lands. Also; we have included in this section sev- 
eral pages of telephone tables, presenting the kind of data 
which telephone men need most frequently in their every- 
day work. 

The metropolitan and county seat telephone systems in 
particular have come to rely upon this book for informa- 
tion regarding the numerous types of apparatus, accessor- 
ies, supplies, etc., which are employed in any part of the 
telephone system or exchange building. Within the past 
two or three years, every up-to-date purchasing agent has 
come to properly fortify himself for the year’s buying by 
equipping his desk with the latest edition of TrLepn- 
There are 5,000 of these large 
systems in America, and their purchasing power aggre- 
gates millions of dollars every year; hence the reason why 
the “Buyers’ Guide.” or Part Two of TELEPHONY’s_ direc- 
tory, has developed into a very successful advertising me- 
dium. 

Last year, for the first time, it was found necessary to 
establish a permanent department at TELEPHONY’s 
headquarters for the production of the directory. All 
companies operating in the telephone field are invited to 
contribute to this department such information as they 
may deem desirable at any time. It is very important for 
operating as well as manufacturing concerns that all 
changes be properly and promptly accounted for in the 
standard guide of their field; and, in this connection, we 
must say that we have been more than pleased with the 
co-operation accorded us during the past year. Especially 
has this been true within the past few months, when we 
were actively engaged in compiling the latest data for the 
new edition. Results show that more than double the av- 
erage number of companies has responded this year. 

As the various factors of the field come to recognize 
that this book is based on honest merit and that every 
resource is exhausted to insure its accuracy and complete- 
ness, they also come to appreciate that the undertaking 
deserves their aid. It, furthermore, has been demonstrated 
better than ever this season that it is desirable for all 
companies to be properly listed in this book, as it now is 
the manual employed by the U. S. government and various 
state officials, as well as by the commissions which pass 
upon state and _ inter-state commerce. TELEPHONY’S 
directory also is employed by bankers and investors who 
want to know the extent and stability of the telephone in- 
dustry. It is used extensively by the officials of many 
operating companies who want to show prospective pur- 
chasers how telephone securities rank, as compared with 
other industries. 

It is, in brief, the kind of book which telephone men 
will find valuable for many uses. It is the one place where 


ONyY’s. directory. some 


" everything pertaining to their work is set forth with refresh- 
ing accuracy. 
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Taken as a whole, we believe that TELEPH- 





ony’s directory will ke found a credit to its field, 
and a very desirable possession for all who have telephone 
interests of any kind. It is our intention to make next 


year’s edition even more valuable than any of its predeces- 
Suggestions are invited. 


sors 





From Fence Wire to a Modern System. 
\ more or less typical story of Independent success in 
Rosalia, Wash., where the 
Co. 
Spokane Spokesman- 


smail communities comes from 


meeting of the Rosalia Telephone has just 


held. A 


thus describes it: 


annual 


been Rosalia item in the 
Review 

The people of Rosalia and vicinity have solved the tele- 
phone problem by taking the management of the telephone 
exchange into their own hands and have made a success 
of the More than a decade ago R. B. Turnley, 


proprietor of a large store here and half owner of a branch 


venture. 


store at Pine City, built a telephone “system,” using the 


barbed wire fences along the country roads as a means 
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In taking over the property of the exchange a contract 
was made with the Pacific company to do its switching for 
long distance. business on a percentage basis, and this has 
proved satisfactory to both companies and the patrons. 

The Rosalia Telephone Co. held its ninth annual meet- 
ing this week. The R. P. Turnley, presi- 
dent; Michael Meuli, treasurer, and F. J. Filmer, secretary. 
These, with J. J. Stephens, M. W. Merritt, P. Proff, Jr., 


and W. O. farmers, form 
tors. The 


officers are: 


Palmer, all the board of direc- 
report shows that the company has taken up 
stock 
value of stock since the or- 
considerably 


and retired 250 shares of the and the remainder is 
worth $15,315, an 
ganization of the 
more than 50 per cent., in addition to the stock retired. 
Dividends amounting to $1,509.85 paid, amounting 
to more than 15 per cent. on the par value. The company 


reserves the right to buy the stock and none is offered 


increase in 
company amounting to 


were 


for sale. 


The stock is divided among 152 shareholders. The larg- 








Telephony’s Staff of Directory Experts—Now a Permanent Feature. 


of communication between his two stores. This venture 
proved a success, and soon farmers began using their 


barbed wire fences for telephone lines, and the country 
was covered with a network. There were probably a dozen 
such lines running into and around Rosalia. 

A meeting was held nine years ago and the telephone 
lines were consolidated, with Rosalia as headquarters. 
There had been much complaint over unsatisfactory serv- 
ice in the local exchange operated by the Pacific Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., and finally the farmers and busi- 
ness men bought out the local exchange and took complete 
charge of the business. The wire fences were dispensed 
with and overhead lines built in all directions. 

A stock company with a capital stock of $10,000, divided 
into 2,000 shares of a par value of $5 each, was organized 
and the stock taken by local business men and farmers. 
A new exchange was opened and a much improved service 


was given. The number of patrons of the line steadily in- 


creased. 





est individual owner of the stock is W. M. Anderson, the 
manager, who has 150 shares .The remainder of the stock 
is divided out in lots of from four to sixty shares. 


Social Club Formed by Tri-State Employes. 

Employes of the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
met recently at the company’s general offices at Merriam 
Park, St. Paul, Minn, and organized a club to be known as 
the “Tri-State Technical and Social Club.” About 150 
signed as charter members. Refreshments were served by 
the company’s officers. 

Officers were elected as follows: President, O. 
vice-president, W. P. Larson; secretary, J. A. 
executive committee, Robert Mott and W. P. Ryan. 





Curtis; 
3eckstrom: 





Mayfield, Ky., Home to Improve Plant. 
The Mayfield (Ky.) Home Telephone Co. is to com- 
mence extensive improvement and 
properties in the near future. 


enlargement of its 














The Convention Papers 
The New Thought—Changing Conditions—Much To Do Yet. 
By J. C. Kelsey. 


When I first read the printed program of the conven- 
tion and learned who the speakers were to be, I felt some 
trepidation because the majority of them seemed to rep- 
resent a newer thought. 

Mr. Ward hails from Ohio, Mr. Godard from bleeding 
Kansas. | 


President Savage of forcing 


some issues upon the convention. 


even suspected 

I was agreeably disappointed. 

There was nothing of the nauseating kind, no pleading 
nor justifying, merely a statement of changed conditions. 

When strong men change their minds, they are entitled 
to all the analysis possible, because the force which has 
compelled the change must necessarily be a formidable 
one, and if we were confronted by the same condition, 
we are by no means sure that we would do differently. 





coined an 
“A condition 


Grover Cleveland, a great man, expression 
which will go deep into economic history: 
confronts us, not a theory.” 

And in Ohio, let me tell you, there was no theoretical 


situation but one of cruel, cold condition or fact. 


As vou remember, the banks offered to pay a certain 
cash price for Cuyahoga, States Telephone and 
Columbus Citizens stock. 

R. L. Day was said to be the buyer, acting without con- 
tradiction, in the interests of the Bell company. 

Later, Morgan & Co. had to take the property over, 
because laws were not convenient at that time for absorp- 
tion of competitors’ property. 


United 


Regardless of these facts, strong fact shines out, 
that the people stood in line and took the cash without 
a question of tainted money. 

The price was a good one. 
was it contrary to Independent 
seemed eager to sell. 


one 


It was no sin to sell—nor 
interests that people 


I have seen people eager to sell Bell stocks—even for 
half what they paid for them. And people have sold houses 
and lots and farms on the very same basis. 

So Morgan & Co. sprang, like Pallas Athene from the 
head of Jove, fully caparisoned and equipped, into the tele- 
phone business. 


We all know that those were trying days. I am glad 
that it happened in Ohio, in the very state where any ac- 
tion of this kind would meet the keenest analysis, and 
opposition, too, unless fully shown. 

There are 350,000 telephones in Ohio. 

Good, strong men represent each thousand, too—good 
thinkers and capable. Truly, no other state could have 
been better prepared to meet its suddenly changed condi- 
tion, 


The city of Mansfield shows us a typical telephone suc- 
cess. It lies tributary to both Columbus and Cleve- 
land. 

Mr. Ward’s company was certainly in a tight place, if the 
new owners chose to make mischief. Had the terminal 
owners been hostile, Mansfield surely would have had 
trouble with Independent telephone connections. 


Se sure that Mr. Ward and his associates had to do some 
tall thinking. 


When the disconcerting news came from Ohio, | got 
consolation out of one thing—it was that Ohio was in 
Central Union territory. 

The Central Union Telephone Co. is the Bell licensee 


operating in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

It is the typical Bell failure—it is a hoodooed concern. 

This company irritated the public more than any other 
industrial concern in existence, and in turn it received the 
most drastic punishment from the public. 

It is the greatest corporate fizzle in the world. 

Ohio people have their eyes still. open. The memory of 
Central Union abuse is still green, and even the children 
know that this company cannot be trusted to carry out 
its promises to the people. 

That is why 67 or 70 out of 80 counties in Ohio will be 
left in complete Independent control. 

It almost seems to me that a higher power than man 
has shown a hand. dates 


I don’t believe that Morgan & Co., or any other concern 
with thinking power, would consider for one lone moment 
the possibility of putting poor old Central Union in the 
saddle again. 

If they did, we would not have to wait very long for 
another telephone uprising. And the slaughter would be 
terrible, too. 





This applies to Indianapolis as well. Central Union, with 
its awkward, stumbling feet, is a dangerous institution to 
trust with the happiness of Indianapolis. 

It must be bound down, and put under some painfully 
restrictive measures, otherwise Indiana people will again 
rise and slaughter this Bell unfortunate. 

Accordingly, no Independent man can find fault. with a 
condition in Ohio which leaves 70 counties of that state in 
Independent hands. 


It is hard to see where any one can find fault with Mr. 
Ward’s reasoning or with his actions. 

A condition confronted him and he did just what you 
and I would have done. He did not theorize. 

In the average Ohio town, the Central Union Bell oper- 
ates straggling plants merely, apparently, for irritation pur- 
poses. 

Why is it not good sense for the Bell to wish to sell, and 
for the Independents to buy? If not, why not? 


The condition of buying out straggling Beil plants is not 
new. Almost every state is familiar with the condition. 

In Fort Dodge, Iowa, the Home company bought out the 
Bell. 

The ill-fated Iowa Bell company had been totally de- 
feated at that point. 

They were whipped and they knew it. They were willing 
to sell out and retire. Who dares to say that the Fort 
Dodge Telephone Co. is not Independent? 


And here is the way that this company realizes its re- 
sponsibilities. 
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Joseph Plaister and his associates frankly 
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realize and admit that they are in greater danger of compe- 
tition than ever before. Hence, they strive harder than 
ever to please their patrons. 

This is the proper spirit! 
as well? 


And why can’t it apply to Ohio 


I was glad that Mr. Ward spoke of his old neighbors, 
who connected with the Bell and were expelled from the 
Independent state association as traitors. 

When confronted with the Morgan condition, naturally 
an analysis of the neighbors’ action was made. 

The companies which had previously connected with the 
Bell were found to be as honest and intelligent as the 
orthodox ones. Further, it was conceded that they had 
acted conscientiously. 

And they really were the Independent ones. 


So it can be seen from Mr. Ward’s statement that one 
of the first fruits of the newer thought is the reconciliation 
of the Independents—to be united again for one purpose— 
that of protecting their property rights. 


That word “traitor” has a devilish sound and it will be 
forgotten. 

Friends and enemies will be united, and Independent 
telephony will be stronger than ever. 


Ohio will have a4 commission rule. It is strange that 
Indiana, Ohio and Illinois have so long neglected this very 
essential thing. 

It is sheer blundering to oppose the organization of such 
a body. If we cannot trust state commissions to be rea- 
sonable and fair, then we have no groundwork for trusting 
any one. 

We can trust them, and the quicker we make up our 
minds to submit to it, the better off we will be. 

State commissions are theoretically inclined to the one 
telephone idea, if such a condition can be carried out rea- 
sonably. But such a theory does not need to alarm exist- 
ing companies. 


Out in Kansas, where General Godard comes from, they 
have commission rule. There has been a great fight in that 
state, too, as may be seen from the failure of the Bell 
licensee to keep in the profit column. 

Today, constructive forces control this Bell company and 
the fight has moderated. Yet Kansas will have nearly as 
great a preponderance of Independent counties as Ohio. 


This is the new thought—not to surrender to the Bell 
interests, but to co-operate. The idea is all right. How 
it will work out in practice we must wait to see. 

The Bell company needs a constructive program a little 
more seriously than the Independents. 

Whether the blind egotism of the Bell will forbid its 
realization of this, I don’t know. 


No one should get it into his head that the Independent 
association has thrown itself into the arms of the Bell. 

No one should think that a few kind words can imme- 
diately stop the slurs and slap-sticks of fifteen years; they 
won't. 

The great octopus hus a great inany irritants left, things 
which undo many things which have been done or could be 


done. One of the great irritants is the relation of West- 
ern Electric and Bell interests. In other words, a con- 
flict. 


The Western Electric tries to sell Independents. The 


usual Bell plan is to break them or put them out of busi- 
ness. 
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I have in mind an Ohio town where a Western Elec- 
tric salesman, in arguing universal service, suggested Bell 
toll lines, standard Bell toll and local switchboard. 

The local directors liked the idea and the Western 
Electric salesman got in touch with the Bell. 

Next day, a force of solicitors landed in that town, try- 
ing to boost the Bell plant there and put the Independents 
out of business. 

The Western Electric man and the Bell men naturally 
were on opposite missions, and a great deal of useless ill- 
feeling resulted. 


Either the Western Electric Co. should be withdrawn 
from the Independent sales field, or the contract between 
the Bell licensees and this manufacturing plant should be 
abrogated. 

As long as the present condition continues there will 
be ill-feeling. There can be nothing else. 


In many ways, the entrance of the Western Electric 
Co. into the Independent sales field has been of benefit. 

It gave many telephone men, who used to look with 
envy upon Bell telephones, a chance to use them, and 
then to realize that they had been using better telephones 
right along. 


Right on top of this, we heard the startling admission 
that the Chicago Telephone Co. was sending back 30 per 
cent. of its transmitters. 


The Western Electric Co. will not make great head- 
way until it is released from the thrall of Bell control. And 
thrown upon the world to fight its own battles with the 
rest of us. 

We can’t have co-operation at all satisfying, until we 
see some gratifying changes. 

The directors of the Bell company have many ugly 
problems to solve. And the quicker they get to it, the 
better off they will be ten years from now. 


I heard also that the Bell company offered to sell the 
La Crosse Bell plant rather than face the outcome of the 
winter suit for compulsory physical connection. 

This is cowardly! If the Bell means business, why not 
fight this out on its merits, and settle it? 


inevitable that compulsory physical connection 
Why not make it voluntary physical connection 


It is 
will rule. 
to all? 

Bell gate receipts will jump visibly when they get cour- 
ageous enough to do this. 


By submitting to physical connection, they will make 
it easier for the state commissions (it should not be 
allowed where no commission exists) and they would give 
the world the best proof that they are not the greedy 
octopus the public thinks they are. 

Many, many Bell deals are spoiled by some Bell official, 
who does not know that the war is over, insisting upon in- 
serting some cut-throat clause in a contract. 


I was sorry that the Indianapolis situation could not 
be settle by Indianapolis Bell men, instead of injecting 
the president of the Chicago Telephone Co., who so little 
realizes the forward march of the telephone business. 


I am glad that our convention speakers held out the 
olive branch. It is nasty to fight and quarrel all the time, 
especially when it is done for the good of the Bell octo- 
pus. 








March 2, 1912. 


It is really for their good that 70 out of 80 Ohio coun- 
ties are Independent. It is really for their good that 
benevolent people are willing to take over their red ink, 
or deficit, spots. 

The Independent telephone industry has profited by its 
own early poverty. It can make money in spots where 
the Bell company would starve to death. 

Independent telephony is the only agency which will 
carry out the universal policy of the Bell Telephone Co. 
It will carry on the work in the lean spots, and with profit, 
too. 


If finance is as cold-blooded in the telephone business 
as it is reputed to be in other lines, it cannot but com- 
pel the Bell company to speed its honest co-operative 
plans. 

Finance hates red-ink spots. They should be wiped 
out. They can be by recognition of the Independent tele- 
phone industry as an economic factor in their final sal- 
vation; by making contracts with them without equivo- 
cation of mental reservation. 

Independents have shown the world how to make lean 
spots profitable. Bell interests have shown the world that 
big deals can be financed. Truly, a natural combination! 


The occasional purchase of a tumble-down plant is an 
irritant. Not only on account of the harm it may do, but 
principally because of the stupidity of the thing. 


I believe this mistaken 
will soon be obsolete. 


impression of good business 


I hope another year will see the end of the Bell-West- 
ern Electric alliance, or a withdrawal from the open field. 

It costs too much money to make [Independent sales, and 
in return it costs the Bell parent millions and millions in 
damages. 

As long as the Bell insists upon this inconsistent situa- 
tion, no one need have any great faith in its co-operation 
and constructive talk. 


MORAL: Deeds, not words! 





Nearly All Western Minority Stock Acquired. 

The offer which American Telephone made to minority 
stockholders of Western Telephone to take over their 
stock by giving parent company shares in exchange was 
so much of a success that less than 2,000 shares of West- 
ern Telephone stock have yet to be secured, says the Bos- 
ton News Bureau. 

The original offer was made October 20 last and pro- 
vided for the issuance of three shares of American Tele- 
phone in exchange for each four shares of Western Tele- 
phone preferred. In addition a cash bonus of $20 was 
provided. For each five shares of Western Telephone com- 
mon, one share of American Telephone was offered in ex- 
change. 

It is probable that as soon as certain details are ar- 
ranged steps will be taken to wind up Western Telephone 
and end its corporate existence. The acquisition of the 
few remaining shares of minority stock is relatively unim- 
portant. 

Some provision must be made, however, to take care of 
the $9,958,000, collateral trust bonds. These bonds are not 
callable and do not mature until 1932. In order to make 


the winding up of the company have any practical value 
it will be necessary to get at the collateral behind these 
This collateral consists of the stocks of the sub- 
It is probable 


bonds. 
sidiary companies of Western Telephone. 
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that the matter will eventually be worked out by substitu- 
tion of other collateral, possibly American Telephone stock. 
By getting at this collateral the real purpose of taking in 
Western Telephone will have been accomplished, which 
is to rearrange certain telephone territory along more nat- 
ural geographical lines. 


Changes in Official Staff at Lincoln. 


Consequent upon the expansion of the Lincoln (Neb.) 
Telephone & Telegraph Company’s operations to cover 
twenty-two entire counties of southern Nebraska for both 
local and long distance service, a complete new organiza- 
tion has been formed which will carry on the business un- 
der departmental heads. The changes made became ef- 
fective February 1, and the company has issued detailed 
instructions for the guidance of all its officers and em- 
ployes. 

Frank H. Woods continues as president of the company, 
and L. E. Hurtz, heretofore manager of the Lancaster 
county exchanges, becomes general manager for the entire 
system. Seth W. Eddy, hitherto financial representative, 
is made secretary, ard C. P. Russell, who has been filling 
the position of cashier, is auditor. 

Three general divisions of the business are recognized 
under the reorganization plan. These are commercial, 
plant, and traffic departments. Each will have its own 
head, reporting to the general manager. 

R. E. Mattison, for the past two years manager of the 
Independent Telephone System, at Omaha, has been ap- 
pointed general commercial superintendent for the whole 
territory in which the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
now operates. He is removing from Omaha to Lincoln 
to take up his headquarters there. 

Mr. Mattison was formerly located there as manager of 
the Independent long distance system in Nebraska, before 
the Independents invaded Omaha. 

George K. Gann is advanced from the position of traffic 
manager for the Lincoln system and long distance connec- 
tions to that of traffic superintendent for the whole terri- 
tory. Mr. Gann is one of the men who built up and de- 
veloped the Independent toll business to a point which en- 
abled it not only to successfully compete with, but finally 
to absorb the business of the Bell. 

M. T. Caster, who has been general superintendent for 
the company in Lincoln, is now plant superintendent for 
the entire operating territory. He has been associated 
with the business for a number of years. 








Government May Investigate Security Values. 


An informal decision of the house committee on inter- 
state commerce to authorize the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to investigate the value of stocks and bonds 
issued by common carriers, including steam and electric 
lines, water carriers with railroad connections, telegraph 
and wireless companies, followed exhaustive testimony by 
Commissioner Clements, says a Washington dispatch. The 
commissioner favored an investigation into the physical 
valuation of all common carriers, but admitted that it 
would be a huge undertaking, and because of lost records, 
etc., could not be made accurate and complete. Ascer- 
taining the value of stocks and bonds, he believed, could 
be done more accurately and the work involved would be 
less. 

A. T. & T. Lists Additional Stock. 

There has been placed on the regular list at the Phila- 
delphia Stock Exchange $4,002,300 additional shares of the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co., making a total of 
$322,702;900 outstanding. 











Sparks from the Troubleman’s Department 


Was He Really as Angry as This Sounds? 

George R. Boomer, general manager of the North Idaho 
Telephone Co., of Wallace, Idaho, sends TELEPHONY the 
letter which follows. He says he got it from an irate sub- 
scriber soon after he tried to-enforce the “call by number” 
system. He also says he has only lost one subscriber in 
consequence of putting that system into effect. 

TELEPHONY is willing to bet a big, red apple that the writer 
of this letter was not the lost subscriber. We are also will- 
ing to accérd the writer considerable credit for his ingenuity, 
and far be it from us to insinuate that anything like this which 
appeared in Life, under the signature of Joseph: Smith, formed 
the groundwork of what is certainly a powerful outbreak 
Here is the letter, as sent Mr. Boomer, 
diligently compared and _ re- 


against the telephone. 
“with the former translations 
vised” : 
The most insolent thing in modern civilization (in 
Wallace, says the new version), is the telephone. It is as 


AS THE DAILY PRESS VIEWS IT. 
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Obstructing the Outlook. 


—Pittsburgh Post. 


imperious as a pretty woman, as insistent as a dun, as 
clamorous as a beggar, as impudent as a newsboy and 
as temper-wrecking as a termagant. 

It is berated and reprobated early and late; it is 
damned as a nuisance and condemned as a meddler; it 
invades our privacy and insults our pride; it sends the 
roar of the street into the ear of the recluse; it drags 
us from reflection, interrupts our recreation, inter- 
feres with our rest, and destroys our dreams; it 
it is diurnal, nocturnal, eternal and infernal; and yet 
there always comes a psychological moment when 
we forget its dereliction, forgive its depravity and 
chant its praises to high heaven. 

The telephone is the campanile of business, the whis- 
pering gallery of society, the go-between of industry, 
the herald of the press, the agent of the police, the bell- 
ringer of gossip, the bell-wether of scandal and the cav- 
alier servant of every petticoat in town. 

It is as much at home in the barroom as in the bou- 
doir; it brings the millionaire in his palace to the level 
of the mechanic in his tenement, and when the pride of 
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the parvenu denies you admittance, the ring of the tele- 
phone will give you audience. It is the confederate of 
the love that laughs at locksmiths; it defies the cur- 
mudgeon and circumvents the duenna; it is the life- 
line of intrigue and the baffler of seclusion; and no oc- 
casion is so sacred, no spot so secure, no atmosphere 
so sweet, no pride so safe, that the insolent and in- 
sistant sibilance of its clamor may not invade it. 

The telephone is the last and most lusty ally of a 
vociferous civilization. The roar of the trolley subsides, 
the whistle of the locomotive ceases (except in the N. 
P. yards, says the new version), the voice of the dema- 
gogue grows silent, the phonograph exhausts itself, the 
clangor of street and mart is stilled, the lungs of men 
wear out, and the rosebud mouth of lovely woman be- 
comes silent, but the unconquerable telephone is on 
the job 25 hours a day, 365 days in the year. 

Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned, but a woman 
scorned pales her ineffectual fires before the cool, calm, 
ceaseless clamor and constant, confident, calculated 
cussedness of the telephone; and when the opulent 
inventor of this supreme instrument of utility and 
torture, usefulness and twaddle, shall stand at last be- 
fore the Recording Angel as he reads from the Book 
of Doom the words and deeds credited to the telephone, 
he will realize that heaven can furnish him no shelter 
and hell no refuge from the accumulated wrath of the 
dead generations, and he will rush out into space to seek 
safety in the endless reaches of chaos. 


“And,” goes on the new version, “the best he’ll find there 
will be a bunch of half-witted Independent managers who are 
one step worse off, in that they put the climax to the whole 
damn system by inaugurating the ‘call by number’ move- 
ment. George Boomer, I won’t bother asking you to take this 
damnable nuisance from my office; nor will I bother chewing 
the rag with you. I have performed the vivisection myself 
and at last am happy to know that I will have peace. Both 
wires are severed and your smart centrals can no longer tell 
me: ‘Look in your book.’ When you trace out these severed 
wires, as you ultimately will, don’t call forthe telephone your- 
self; don’t even send a good-sized man. for it; that would 
rile me, and I might do some one harm. Send the smallest 
sized news-kid you can find and I’ll give him what is left of 
your dashed old telephone box. 

(Signed) A Wised-Up Discontinued Telephone Subscriber. 

“P. S. For your benefit: ‘The Rocky Bell’ is getting the 
same treatment. Their business is gone to blazes, too, so far 
as I am concerned.” 


Call, Call Again. 


If at first you don’t succeed, 
Call, call again; 
If your “central” does not heed, 
Call, call again. 
Don’t get angry, start to swear, 
Throw a book, or kick a chair; 
Central, too, has things to bear— 
Call, call again. 





What though you must wait a while— 

Call, call again; 
Pick up courage, force a smile— 

Call, call again. 
Don’t call “central” horrid names 
When you hear Nell talk with James; 
Try one of your other flames— 

Call, call again! 

—Judge. 





Mrs. Van Vulge Nervo—Can you not wait on me im- 
mediately? I’m in a great hurry. 

Harassed Druggist—Yes, let me have your. prescription. 

Mrs. Van—I have no prescription; I want you to look 
up a number for me in the telephone book. 








Accounting System Approved by Wisconsin Commission 


Final Installment of Instructions Showing How to Make Accurate Separation of Investment and Operating 
Expenses—Reprinted from a Valuable Text Book Prepared by Wisconsin Association— 
Stock Record, Time Report and Subscriber’s Ledger Report 


Form 7. Laspor AND MATERIAL REPORT. 


This form is self-explanatory, and where a small company 
only employs one steady man it is almost imperative to use 
it in order to get a proper distribution of his labor over the 
various accounts. At the end of each month a recapitulation 
is made of the number of hours worked under the headings 
of the relative accounts and the amount of labor paid is dis- 
tributed on the basis of hours worked. This form is also 


Form? 
The following materials have been returned to stock from 


DAILY TIME REPORT 





Front and Back Rulings of Time Report. 


valuable from the fact that it shows what labor went into new 
work, and its proper distribution. In addition to recording 
the time worked, it also shows the material used, and this can 
be used as a storeroom requisition in keeping a Stock Record, 
the items being priced and credited to the relative material 
account in the Stock Record and a Journal entry made in the 
general books charging the relative accounts with the cost of 
the materials used, and crediting “Materials and Supplies.” 


Form 8. Stock ReEcorp. 


This form is devised to keep a record of the materials and 
supplies as explained under the heading of “Account No. 26.” 
A separate account is opened for each commodity and all 
purchases charged to “Materials and Supplies” in the general 
books are charged to their relative accounts in the Stock’ Rec- 
ord, showing both quantities and costs. As supplies are issued 
and used, the relative account in the storeroom is credited from 
Form No. 7. At the close of the month the entries on Form 7 
are recapitulated under the headings of the account against 
which the supplies used are chargeable, and a Journal entry 
is put through the general books, charging such account and 
crediting “Material and Supplies” in total with the total amount 
of supplies used during the month. It can then be seen that 
the Storeroom Record contains an account with each commod- 
ity, which has been charged with the quantities and cost of the 
purchases and credited with the quantities and cost of the used, 
so that the balance represents the quantities and cost of the 
commodities which ought still to be on hand in the storeroom, 
and the quantities should be verified from time to time by an 
actual inventory. The materials and supplies as purchased 
have been charged to the “Account No. 26” in the general 
ledger and the cost price of the quantities used have been 
credited to that account from the Journal, so that the balance 
of “Account No. 26” also represents the cost value of the 
materials which ought to be on hand, and this amount should 
be equaled by the total of the balances of value taken from 
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the individual accounts in the Storeroom Record. This method 
assures that all items of supplies issued are charged to some 
account. 

LEDGER. 


Form 9. SUBSCRIBER’S 


This book, recording as it does the revenue of the com 
pany, should be kept with great care. It is in the form of a 
Journal Ledger, 7. e., the original charges are made in this 
book and the total thus shown transferred to the general 
books. The book is ruled up so that it lasts for one year 
without re-writing the names of the subscriber, and the col- 
umns are as follows: 


1. Number. 9. Balance due. 

2. Name. 10. Rent. 

3. Address. 11. Toll and messenger. 
4. Installed. 12. Total due. 

5. Kind of service. 13. Paid. 

6. Rate. 14. Date paid. 

7. Transferred. 15. Rebate. 


8. Discontinued. 

If the exchange is small the names may be arranged in 
alphabetical order, leaving spaces between each letter for addi- 
tions, in which case the number column is unnecessary. When, 
however, the exchange is fairly large, much space can be 
economized in the book by using every line and giving each 
subscriber a number and using an index in conjunction with 
the book. 

The name and address of the subscriber is filled in. When 
new subscribers are secured the date installed is recorded, and 
it is of some interest to carry the dates installed forward from 
book to book. The kind of service and the rate is recorded, 
and then, when transfers are made or the service discon- 
tinued, the respective dates are recorded. 

The balance due column shows the balance brought forward. 





Comprehensive Record of Materials and Supplies. 


The rent is the rental charge for the month and the toll and 
messenger column shows the charges for such service for the 
month. These three columns added together give the next 
column of total due, and when payments are made the amount 
paid is posted in the paid column and the date paid recorded, 
any rebates being entered in that column. The amount paid 








278 


and rebates deducted from the total due gives the balance due 
carried forward to the next month. 
Each page of the Subscriber’s Ledger is self-balancing as 
follows: 
Balance due 2 
Rent 
Toll and messenger 





Total due $ 
Less paid $ 

Rebates 
Balance due $ 


The footings of each page should be carried forward and 
the Journal entry of the Grand Total at the end of each 
month is as follows: 

“Accounts Receivable No. 24.” Dr. 
For the total of the following: 

To “Exchange Telephone Earnings No. 55.” 
(Total of rent column.) 

To “Earnings from Connecting Lines No. 56.” 
(Total of toll charges.) 

To “Messenger Earnings. No. 79.” 
(Total of messenger charges.) 

“Exchange Telephone Earnings No. 55.” Dr. 
(Rebates on account of poor service 

and discounts.) 

“Commercial 65-15a.” Dr. 
(Rebates uncollectable accounts. ) 

To “Accounts Receivable No. 24.” 
Total rebates for month. 

From the above it can be seen that the messenger fees re- 
quire to be analyzed out of the toll and messenger column, 
but this can be easily done by charging the tolls in black ink 
and the messengers in green ink and footing the black and 
green figures separately. So also the rebates have to be divid- 


Form © 


Telephone . Dew Date 
Account me law'id | Rem 


A Wm. Ristow loval 


A—! La Crosse Construction Co. 
A— West Salem Nchool 

A-€ Mrs. Ida Tilson 

R. D. No. 1, La Crosse 


Wm. Krickman 


R. D. No. 2, West Salem 


Tom Revere) on (Few Ficunes Paeraso) 
ee perchesed 

‘The Phone Print 

a 

jen 


Pace Foortinc 
Brovcnt Forwarp 
Tora, Foorinc 


Specimen Sheet of Subscriber’s Ledger, 
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ed as between poor service and bad debts, which may be done 
in the same manner by entering the one in green and the 
other in black. 

The total of the “Cash” column should exactly agree with 
the total of the “Customers” column on the debit side of the 
Cash Book, which has already been posted in total to “Accounts 
Receivable No. 24” in the General Ledger. 

When these entries have been put through the General 
Ledger then the balance due carried forward in the Sub- 
scribers’ Ledger will exactly agreee with the balance shown 
by “Account No, 24” in the General Ledger. 

Where accounts are overpaid or paid in advance, the full 
amount paid is entered in the “Cash” column, but as the balance 
to be carried forward is a credit to the subscriber, the amount 
is carried forward in red ink, and in footing the red figures 
are deducted from the black, thus giving the “Net Balance” of 
the Subscribers’ Ledger. 

South Carolina Company Recovers From Fire. 

The Citizens’ Telephone Co., of Lexington, S. C., which 
lost its entire plant, office furniture, fixtures and supply 
rooms recently by fire, is again in full operation, having 
installed two Sumter Unitype boards of 100 drops each, 
equipped with protectors of the latest type. The company 
now operates 149 subscribers’ stations, besides 143 farmers’ 
rural stations in the surrounding community. It has seven 
toll lines. The company is controlled by Samuel B. George, 
its secretary and treasurer, who took it over on July 1, 1908. 


Edison Medal for 1912 Awarded George Westinghouse. 
At the meeting of the directors of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers, held a short time ago, the 
Edison Medal Committee reported that the gold Edison 
medal for the year 1911 had been awarded to George 








Westinghouse “for meritorious achievement in connection 
with the development of the alternating current system for 
light and power.” 
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Phantom Circuits 





Discussed at Technical Conference 


C. J. Myers, of Kansas City, Declares it is Almost Criminal for Company to Neglect the Phantom Possibilities of its 
Circuitt—How Various Problems were Solved—Conclusion of Practical Questions 


Handled at National Convention. 


The closing session of the practical and technical con- 
ference, which formed a part of the program of the national 
Independent convention, just held in Chicago, was given 
over to the question of phantom circuits. This was led by 
C. J. Myers, of Kansas City, whose remarks are given be- 
low. There was very little discussion. 

“It has come to be regarded as almost criminal for a 
company to neglect the phantom possibilities of its cir- 
cuits” said Mr. Myers. “In our company we have not 
phantomed our full capacity and many of our circuits were 
strung originally with no purpose of phantoming later on. 

“We followed the old scheme of stringing the first cir- 
cuit on the pole pin and the next one on 3 and 4 and the 
third one on 7 and 8, leaving always the ends of the arms 
to get at last and we put in sawbuck transpositions original- 
ly. Practically all our lines are transposed on the saw- 
buck plan, but we have gone along and have now about 
16 per cent. of our physical circuit phantomed. 


A DirricuLt ProBL—eM To Work OvutT. 


“T ran into a case the other day where we need additional 
capacity very badly. We have two No. 10 copper circuits 
extending to a point fifty miles from Kansas City, and if 
we had those circuits so arranged that we could phantom 
them we would save a lot of money for a distance of eigh- 
teen miles, at least. It happens, however, that those cir- 
cuits are strung one of them on 5 and 6 and the other on 
3 and 4, and then over on 1 and 2 is an iron circuit which 
was one of the first put up. There we are with an iron 
circuit on 1 and 2 and a copper circuit on 3 and 4. 


“It is impractical, impossible I might say, to phantom be- 
tween an iron circuit and a copper circuit. We can not 
phantom between 5 and 6, and 3 and 4, because they are 
in the wrong position, and probably the cheapest thing to 
do there will be to move both the copper circuits over to 
7 and 8, and 9 and 10. You all know that to transfer an 
iron circuit that has been up any length of time is prac- 
tically the same thing as stringing a new one, while there 
is some chance of getting the copper transferred. 

“But in our future construction, on leads where we have 
less than five circuits and field ring construction, we are 
following the idea of avoiding the pole pin circuits first. 
If we string two circuits on a lead we string them on 1 
and 2, and 3 and 4. Circuits must be adjoining each other, 
in order to be phantomed successfully. You must trans- 
pose properly, one circuit against the other of the cor- 
responding phantom field: Transpose 1 and 2, for instance, 
against 3 and 4. 

“We had sawbuck transposition and were worrying as 
to how we were going to transpose a sawbuck phantom 
transposition. The first lead that we transposed for phan- 
tom we did put in sawbuck phantom transposition. We 
put a two point upper bracket between the pins 8 and 9 
in a transposition from 7 and 8, to 9 and 10, and made the 
cross-over entirely by means of open wire and dead-ended 
every circuit both ways on the regular cross-arm pins, 
using the regular modified form of sawbuck transposition. 
Surprising to say, that line has been in service four or five 
years and we have had very little trouble with it. 

“But more recently we are just simply putting in run- 
ning transpositions right in the sawbuck transposition lead. 
We are using a one point, under bracket and the old fash- 


ioned transposition. We find it very successful. Most of 
our leads are transposed on the A, B, C system, and of 
course we follow the same system on the phantom. 


“If a line is to be phantomed of course the circuits on 
that lead must be well maintained. You must have a little 
better average maintenance on circuits over which phan- 
toms are set up than you have on other circuits, but the 
maintenance that you do give to your circuits with the 
phantoms is really what they ought to have under ordinary 
conditions, so that you are not losing anything. 

“Our cost so far in putting in the necessary transposi- 
tions has been about $2 per physical circuit mile. That 
is the labor cost. It does not include the material, which 
is a comparatively small item. It averages about eight 
dollars per cross-arm. That cost is in cases where the wire 
for the physical circuit is already on the pole. 

“In getting at the phantom scheme of transpositions. 
1 think there are something like an average of six new 
phantom cuts per physical circuit mile and you eliminate, 
on the average, about two of the old physicals. That is, 
you change your old physical transposition scheme some- 
what and you have about six new cuts. Now on working 
circuits you might feel somewhat confident that would be 
a pretty difficult thing to do. Where you have two cir- 
cuits and you cut at a certain point and you cut one of 
those circuits over to the other, you might naturally think 
that is going to throw circuit 75 in on the 76 job and throw 
circuit 76 in on the 75 job. 

“The way we have done that is to transpose two places 
at once and get all of our connections made and everything 
ready to make the cut. The men at these two different 
points have their watches accurately timed and, as a rule, 
they use another circuit on the lead for the purpose of 
communication between these two points if they are very 
far apart. The two cuts are then made simultaneously, so 
that 75 remains 75 for the purpose of both terminals and 76 
does the same. 

PuHantomM Better THAN PHySICAL CIRCUITS. 


“The phantom circuit, when it is derived from two physi- 
cals, is the best circuit. It is better than either of the 
two physicals. As a matter of fact, a phantom circuit is 
not a phantom circuit, It is an absolute physical contact 
from one end to the other. There is no break in it as there 
is in the physical when you put the repeating coil across 
the line. The physical circuit is really the one that is 
broken and the talk waves are sent across that coil by 
means of induction, while the phantom circuit is an absolute 
physical circuit from one end to the other. 

“We have always followed the practice, like most other 
large companies that I know of, of staying absolutely from 
putting an intermediate station in the middle of a phan- 
tom field. We never attempt to connect between two sta- 
tions where we have ‘our repeating coils located, and we 
never attempt to connect an intermediate station with one 
of those circuits from which the phantom circuit was 
derived. Some men have claimed that that can be done, 
but as a rule they have continuous ringing trouble. It 
may talk all right, but it will not ring right. 

“Another thing we follow out: If we have a long wire 
circuit on a loop we will use the phantom for the long wire 
circuit, or as a part of the long wire circuit, and use the 
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physical circuits from which it:is derived for the short 
wire circuits. 

“A telegraph circuit can be set up that 
In a group of five circuits or in a group 


will phantom 
very successiully. 
of seven on a lead consising of five physicals and two phan- 
toms, one might naturally presume that 5 and 6, or say a 
phantom was not taken, would be the ones you could use for 
telephones; but you can use 5 axd 6, you can use the phan- 
and 4, you can use the phantom 


You 


tom derived from 1, 2, 3 
derived from 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
phantom circuits.” 


have three avenues for 





The Pocket Telephone in Germany. 
The New York American recently printed an account of a 
3erlin au- 
thorities and by many private individuals in that city. The 
device apparently accomplishes the same results as do the 
microphones now used largely in this country, particularly in 


pocket telephone which has been adopted by the 











Woman Detective Calling Patrol Wagon. 
Copyright 1912, American-Examiner. 


the “wayside” service, although varying materially in appear- 
ance. 

“In consequence of the enormous expansion of the German 
capital, there are many outlying districts which are rendered 
unsafe through insufficient policing,” says the American, “and 
the pocket telephone was readily adopted as a partial solution 
of this problem. The new system is greatly favored as an 
adjunct to: the police system generally, however, for every 
policeman is provided with a pocket telephone and can com- 
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municate: with headquarters or other city departments when- 
ever he finds it necessary. 

“In the parks and forests the contact stations are located 
on convenient trees, and may long walk 
through the woods and still be in touch with the city at all 


one now take a 
times.” 

The accompanying illustration shows a woman member of 
the German secret service summoning a police patrol wagon. 

“Contact devices,” the article continues, “have been provided 
street at They 
to walls, doors, trees, lampposts or other convenient places. 
They are tightly enclosed, so that neither humidity nor storms 
can damage them, and they are thoroughly insulated. 


on every very ‘short distances. are fastened 


“There are so many of these contact places that it is now 
as easy to telephone as it is to mail a letter. Indeed, in the 
busy portions of Berlin there are two or three of these con- 
tact places to every block. 

“Of course, one misses the privacy of the telephone booth, 
although the pocket telephone is so delicately constructed that 
one need speak in only a very low tone of voice.” 

The device is so small that it may be carried in a pocket 
without inconvenience, or in a lady’s hand bag. Receiver and 
transmitter fit into a circular nickel case two and a half inches 
The whole 
said to be 


in diameter and three-quarters of an inch thick. 


contrivance weighs only seven ounces. They are 
becoming very popular, particularly among those accustomed 
to being abroad a great deal. 





Heaping Coals of Fire on the Bell’s Head. 

The Rock County Telephone Co., of Janesville, Wis.. 
suffered a slight damage to three of its cables during a 
recent fire there, a damage which was repaired within a 
few days. It appears from a display advertisement which 
Richard Valentine, general manager of the company, in- 
serted in the daily papers, that the Wisconsin Bell mana- 
ger took advantage of the interruption of service and mag- 
nified it. Solicitors were sent into the field to visit the sub- 
scribers affected and urge them to adopt the Bell service 

“From the tales they tell,’ says Mr. Valentine in his 
advertisement, “one would be led to believe that the Rock 
County Telephone system had been about ruined and would 
be unable to furnish service for a long time to come. 

“In contradistinction to the policy of our Bell Telephone 
friends (?) we wish to notify them that if they ever have 
the misfortune to have fire damage to any part of their 
Janesville plant, we will be glad to them 
assistance in our power, nor will we solicit their subscribers.” 

This is rather heaping coals of fire on the head of the 
Bell people in Janesville, and it sounds like a decent course 
of action to pursue. 


render any 





Telephone Newspaper in Difficulties. 

The New Jersey Telephone Herald, which undertook to 
give a telephone newspaper service in Newark, N. J., sim- 
ilar to that given by the Hungarian company in Budapest, 
has suspended operations. It is stated that the company 
will be reorganized in the near future and will obtain 
heavier backing than it had at first. It is said to have been 
swamped by demands for the service, which it was without 
funds to supply. 





Speeches by Long Distance Telephone. 

S. N. Spotts, ill at Kansas City, Mo., recently heard over 
the long distance telephone speeches given at Leaven- 
worth, Kans., at the banquet of the Southwestern District of 
Associated Ad Clubs. Mr. Spotts is president of the dis- 
trict. 





If interesting things happen in your part of the country, why 
not tell us about them? 





Cases and Discussions Concerning Public Relations 


This Department Has Been Established as a Regular Weekly Review of Proceedings Before Courts, Commissions 
or Civic Bodies—Communications Relating to This Branch of Work are Invited from All 
Persons Interested in Past Cases, or Those to be Heard in the Future 


Argue Bell Connection With Private System. 

Whether or not the New York Telephone Company 
should be ordered to connect its trunk line to privately 
owned switchboards was the interesting case argued be- 
fore the New York Public Service Commission a few days 
ago by attorneys Hunt Chipley and Charles T. Russell and 
T. P. Sylvan, assistant to the vice-president of the New 
York Telephone Co. 

The case in controversy arose on the complaint of the 
State Agricultural and Industrial School at Industry, Mon- 
roe county, which asks the commission to order the New 
York Telephone Co. to connect its Scottsville central of- 
fice with the institution’s 40-station switchboard. The In- 
dependent telephone company has already established such 
a connection with the institution’s exchange. 

Mr. Sylvan stated that there now exists a connection of 
this character between the New York Telephone Com- 
pany’s booth at the United States Military Academy at 
West Point and the exchange of the Academy, which is 
owned by the government. Qualifying this, he stated that 
an authorized connection was made between the booth of 
the telephone company and the privately owned equipment, 
which matter is now before the War Department Healso 
stated that questions of this character arose at Fort Meyer 
and other fortifications owned by the government. 

At previous hearings it was the contention of represen- 
tatives of the company that if the policy of connecting 
private exchanges was put in force generally it would bring 
about demoralization in the telephone service because of 
the division of responsibility which would follow. 

F. B. Rogers, chief, and J. M. Kite, engineer, of the com- 
mission’s telephone and telegraph division, testified that it 
was entirely feasible to make the connection asked for and 
give good service, and that provision could be made for 
such a switchboard and apparatus with rules and regula- 
tions governing operation as would insure safe and satis- 
factory service. Mr. Rogers felt that in the case before 
the commission the connection should be made, but he was 
against “letting down the bars” to all applicants for con- 
nection with privately owned exchanges. He thought the 
commission would act fairly in making orders only in 
proper instances after a case of necessity had been proved. 
The company now has twelve contracts in existence where 
it is furnishing service to privately owned exchanges, but 
no further contracts of this character are being made. 

Deputy Aitorney General August Merrill appeared in 
the proceedings in behalf of Attorney General Carmody 
and asked that the commission withhold action on the case 
to enable the attorney general to examine the papers. After 
such examination he is to advise the commission whether 
he wishes to take part in the case. The New York Tele- 
phone Co. is to file a brief within three weeks 


New York Bell Answers Doctors’ Complaint. 

That the New York Telephone Co. is under no obliga- 
tion to give telephone service by direct line at two-party 
line rates to Syracuse physicians to other places than 
their residences, is contended in the company’s answer 
to the complaint of Dr. Sargent F. Snow, of Syracuse, 
filed with the New York Public Service Commission. 
The answer, signed by T. P. Sylvan, vice-president of 
the company, denies that the company or its representa- 





tives claimed or stated to the complainant that the com- 
pany required physicians to pay the same as commercial 
rates. 

It is alleged that the rate for direct lines to business 
places is $60, but that about 1906 the company conceded 
to physicians a rate of $48, which is the charge for a two- 
party line, but gave them a direct line. This “discrimi- 
nation” the answer states, was abolished in 1910. In De- 
cember, 1911, and January, 1912, the question was taken 
up with the physicians who received direct line service 
at two-party line rates. There were about forty-three of 
them in the city. All but one, who discontinued his serv- 
entered into contracts that could be terminated on 
ten days’ notice. The company contends that, when the 
service is given at other places than the residence, the 
charge to physicians and dentists should be the same as 
that to other professional and business men. 


ice, 





Complain of New York Bell Rates. 

Protests of alleged unfair rates demanded by the New 
York Telephone Co. will be made soon by residents of 
3ath Beach and Bay Ridge at a hearing before the Public 
Service Commission. A recent advance by the telephone 
company affecting communication between certain sections 
of Brooklyn and outlying districts of Manhattan forms 
the basis of the complaint. 

Notification that a hearing is being arranged was sent 
to Frederick W. Kerr, who has been the leader of the 
movement for residents of Bath Beach and Bay Ridge 
who object to an increase from ten to fifteen cents for 
calls to Harlem, Audubon, Melrose, Tremont and Morn- 
ingside. 





New York Public Service Nominations. 
Governor Dix, of New York, has sent to the Senate the 
following nominations for Public Service Commissioners: 
Edward G. Riggs for the First District and Herbert P. 
Bissell for the Second District. The nominations were 
sent to the finance committee without discussion. There 
is said to be rather a remote probability that they will 


be confirmed. 





Pomona-Bell Case to Come Up in March. 

The case of the city of Pomona, Cal., against the Sunset 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., controlled by the Pacific Bell, 
will probably be called in,the United States Supreme Court 
some time this month. dhe case has been in litigation 
since 1898. Its determination will not only have a marked 
effect on the relations of the Pacific Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. with the city of Pasadena, but will decide 
whether or not Los Angeles will be plunged into a big 
fight with the company when the franchise under which 
the Sunset is operating expires in 1916. 

Pasadena has been fighting the telephone company on 
the same issue for years, Pomona undoubtedly would 
have lost out had not Pasadena and Los Angeles come to 
its aid. The two cities joined hands with Pomona to send 
the case to the supreme court. 

The .issue is the necessity of the telephone company 
applying for a franchise in the city of Pomona. The Bell 


franchise expired just previous to the time when the ac- 
tion against it was started and it has since refused to ap- 
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ply for another, contending that this is not required under 
the state laws. The outcome will be awaited with eager- 


ness. 





Would Adjust Rates in San Francisco. 

A movement is now on foot in San Francisco to secure, 
under ihe initiative and referendum provisions of the local 
government, the adoption of an ordinance which is de- 
signed to simplify the existing rate schedules, to lower 
telephone rates generally and to bring about a basis for 
unlimited service. It is stated that there are at present 
no less than thirty-four different classes of rates, some 
of which are not applied at all, others being appled to 


but few subscribers. 





May Tax Bell in San Francisco. 

Should the public utilities committee of the Board of 
Supervisors, of San Francisco, decide to recommend the 
merger of the Pacific Bell and the Bay Cities Home, it is 
said that it will require the Bell to pay 2 per cent. of its 
gross receipts to the city, as the Home now does. Public 
hearings on the proposed merger have been closed. 





Points Raised in Louisville Case vs. Bell. 

Clayton Blakey, representing the city of Louisville in the 
suit against the Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
has filed a statement with the supreme court at Washing- 
ton, D. C., containing a series ‘of short statements by way 
of a brief. The five terse points which have been empha- 
sized as the salient features follow: 

The ordinances under which the Ohio Valley Tele- 
phone Company acquired the right to occupy the 
streets of the city of Louisville was a mere consent 
or ticense granted by the city and revocable at the 
will of the city. 

When two corporations consolidate a new corpor- 
ation comes into existence which is granted by the 
state only such portions of the rights and privileges 
of the constituent corporation as the state at the 
time had the power to grant. - 

When a city gives it consent for a telephone com- 
pany to use its streets without limit as to time the 
right of the telephone company to use the streets ex- 
pires when the charter of the city expires. 

A city cannot convert a license into a contract by 
calling it a contract. 

A city may revoke a grant or a license without no- 
tice to the grantees and without assigning reasons 
therefor. 

In concluding its brief, the city of Louisville asserted 
that no argument had been made to these points when the 
case was argued in a lower court, and that the latter 
failed to notice or discuss the points. It is asked that the 
Cumberland be declared without authority to occupy the 
streets of Louisville; that the decree of the lower court be 
reversed; that the injunction formerly granted be dis- 
solved, and that the bill of complaint be dismissed. The 
case will shortly be heard by the supreme court. 


House Bill 497, introduced in the Kentucky legislature 
by Elwood Hamilton, prohibits the consolidation of tele- 
phone, telegraph, railroad or bridge companies. 


4 > 





Women’s Labor Law Pending in Kentucky. 

A bill providing for regulation of the working-hours and 
conditions surrounding the women wage-earners of Ken- 
tucky is now before the Kentucky legislature. The meas- 
ure specifies that women shall not be required to work 
more than nine hours per day, or fifty-four hours per 
week. Every influence is being exerted upon the general 
assembly to amend this clause to ten hours per day or 
sixty hours per week. 

The proposed law provides for the maintenance of sani- 
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tary and healthful conditions surrounding women workers, 
including the allowing of such employes to sit down at 
times in the performance of their duties. 


Nebraska Commission Approves Lincoln Purchases. 

The State Railway Commission has approved the pur- 
chase of five telephone companies by the Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. under the provisions of the agree- 
ment recently entered into with the Nebraska Bell com- 
pany. The commission’s consent includes a sanctioning of 
the privilege to sell $500,000 worth of preferred stock. 

The companies included in the official order are: 

Plattsmouth Telephone Co., common stock, at $74 or 
less per share. 

Howard County Telephone Co., common stock, at $100. 

Grand Island Telephone Co., preferred stock, at $100; 
common stock, at $25 or less. 

Nebraska City Telephone Co., common stock, $25 or less. 

Golden Rod Telephone Co., of Saunders county, pre- 
ferred, $100; common, $20. 

The stock is to be sold at not less than $92 per share 
and bears 5percent. guaranteed dividends. The company 
is required by the commission to make reports as to the 
disposition of the proceeds obtained from the stock sale. 
made after the sale has reached the 





Reports must be 
amount of $50,000. 





To Prosecute Holbrook, Neb., Company. 

Judge B. F. Good, of Lincoln, Neb., has been employed 
by the attorney general of the state to prosecute the Hol- 
brook Telephone Co., which some time ago told the State 
Railway Commission that it did not have to comply with 
a request of that body as to reporting the amount of its 
physical property. The company contends that it is not 
subject to the physical valuation law because it is a mutual 
and not an incorporated company. 


4 
Nebraska Commission Orders Records Preserved. 

Independent and Bell telephone companies must not de- 
stroy the records of their existence prior to any merger 
which they make with other companies, or concerning such 
a merger. Such is the effect of an order just issued by 
the Nebraska Railway Commission. The commission or- 
ders specifically that all records of business done prior to 
or after such a merger be preserved. 








Hears Oklahoma Physical Connection Case. 

Argument has been heard by the supreme court com- 
mission in the case of the Pioneer Telephone Co., which 
is objecting to the order of the Corporation Commissiou 
ordering physical connection with the Grant Rural Tele- 
phone Co. operating in Pond Creek. The case is unusual 
in that it is the second application for a rehearing before 
the supreme court. 

With 350 local telephones in Pond Creek the Grant Rural 
company had no long distance connections and applied to 
the Corporation Commission to order the Pioneer Tele- 
phone Co. to make physical connection. This request was 
granted, the rural company to be taxed with the cost of 
making such connection. 

It seems that the main objection urged by attorneys for 
the Pioneer is that it will secure none of the local revenues, 
although it wil! be gainer on long distance tolls. 





As to Preference Business in Oklahoma. 

An agreement has been reached between the corpora- 
tion commission and the companies affected in regard to 
the proposed order of the commission giving telephone 
calls or telegrams from certain state or county officials 
preference over other business. 





March 2, 1912. 


It was agreed that death messages should take prefer- 
ence over all, messages relating to sickness next and those 
of sheriffs or other officers next, if after criminals. It 
was agreed further than newspaper matter, when it must 
be rushed to reach the offices in time for publication, 
should have preference over general commercial business. 





Has Faint Hope of Appeal at Seattle. 

Expressing little hope fora reversal cf the decision of the 
supreme court of Washington in the Independent Tele- 
phone Co. case, by which that corporation is allowed and 
authorized to raise its rates in violation of the city fran- 
chise under which it is operating, Corporation Counsel 
James E. Bradford has submitted the question of appeal 
to the city council, and his action in the premises will be 
guided by the action of that body. 

“The court has squarely decided,” Bradford advised the 
council, “without any qualifications whatever, that the leg- 
islature, under the laws of 1911, has vested in the Public 
Service Commission plenary power and authority to in- 
crease the rates in excess of those specified in the ordi- 
nance granting a franchise to the Independent Telephone 
Co., and also holds that the act of 1911 vesting such pow- 
ers to the commission is valid.” 





May Cancel Franchise at Tacoma. 

T. L. Stiles, city attorney of Tacoma, Wash., has an- 
nounced that he is expecting an order from the Municipal 
Commission to declare forfeited the franchise of the Home 
Telephone Company, recently purchased by the Pacific 
Bell. The action is contemplated, he said, because of al- 
leged violation of the agreement under which the city ap- 
proved the sale, that the Home company’s lines should con- 
tinue to be operated as a separate and automatic system, 
whereas, it is charged, the plant has been practically dis- 
mantled, the automatic telephones replaced by those of the 
Bell company and the two systems merged. 





Physical Connection Hearing in Washington. 

A hearing has been given by the Public Utilities Com- 
mission at North Yakima, Wash., to the petition of the 
Sunnyside Telephone Co., which operates exchanges at 
Sunnyside and Grandview. The concern asks for an order 
compelling the Yakima Valley Telephone Co., at Sunny- 
side, and the Benton Independent Telephone Co., at 
Grandview, to give physical connection and a joint rate 
to subscribers. The decision will be announced later. 

Bell Wins Franchise Suit in Alabama. 

The Supreme Court of Alabama has handed down a de- 
cision sustaining the Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. in its litigation with the city of New Decatur. 
The city claimed that the company must procure a fran- 
chise and, upon its refusal to apply for one, ordered it 
to remove all poles and wires from the streets. The mat- 
ter has been in the courts for several years. 

Cincinnati Association Investigating Toll Conditions. 

The Commercial Association of Cincinnati, Ohio, wishes 
to exert its influence to bring about some arrangement by 
which direct connection can be secured between the citizens 
of that place and subscribers to all Independent telephone 
exchanges within a reasonable distance. 

With a view to gathering information useful in formu- 
lating some practical plan to this end, it has sent out to 
telephone companies upon its ‘list a circular asking that 
answers be given to the following questions: 

1. Can your subscribers now connect with telephone 
subscribers in Cincinnati? 

2. If so, is the service satisfactory? 
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3. If service to Cincinnati is unsatisfactory, kindly state 
in what respect. 

4. If you cannot connect with subscribers to the tele- 
‘hone system in Cincinnati, kindly state why. 

5. If you have no objection, give number of your sub- 
scribers. 





Fair Return on Investment in Ohio. 


One of the most important cases which has come un- 
der the jurisdiction of the Ohio Public Service Commis- 
sion since its creation is that of the petition of the New 
Concord Telephone Co. asking that it be allowed to in- 
crease its rates from 50 to 66% per cent. The commission 
may be obliged to establish a precedent declaring what is 
fair rate of return on investment. The amount of money 
involved is not large, but the commission’s decision will 
doubtless be widely applied. The New Concord company 
is capitalized at $10,000 with $3,400 issued. The company 
is charging $12 for a business line and $9 for a house 
telephone. It asks the commission for permission to raise 
the business rate to $18 and the residence to $15. 


The Ohio Public Service Commission has granted the 
Cincinnati & Suburban Bell until March 7 to file an answer 
to the petition of the Hamilton Home Telephone for con- 
nection with its long distance lines. 





Manitoba Rate Investigation Begins. 


The provincial commission, which is to examine into the 
government telephone service, has commenced its investi- 
gations. Chairman Patterson, of the provincial govern- 
ment telephone service, was the first witness examined. 
The investigation is to determine the fairness of the new 
measure in the new measured rates and the economy of 
the operation. 





Questions Cumberland Right to Raise Rates. 

The Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph Co., on thie 
first of the year, advanced its rates on residence telephones 
33 per cent. in Jackson, Tenn., and an investigation by the 
board of aldermen looking to an examination of the com- 
pany’s charter rights in the matter has been started. It is 
claimed the new rate is arbitrary and unwarranted under 
existing conditions, and in view of the liberal franchise 
originally granted the company. It is claimed by the com- 
pany the present rate was the original rate. 





Must Give Boston Bell Rates Fair Trial. 

The Massachusetts Highway Commission, responding to 
a senate order of January 17, as to the advisability of a 
further readjustment and reduction of telephone rates in 
the Boston metropolitan district, states that such a move 
is inadvisable and inexpedient until the existing rates have 
been given a fair trial. 





Canadian Bell Seeks to Raise Montreal Rates. 
Authority to increase telephone rates in Montreal and 
Toronto will be requested in the near future by the Bell 
Telephone Co. of Canada, when the company is a de- 
fendant before the commission in a suit brought by Mon- 
treal to compel a reduction in charges. 





Michigan Farmers Contest Rates. 
The Shiawassee County Co-Operative Association has 
excessive, and the commission has promised a hearing in 
Owosso on or about March 8. 








Practical Subjects—Letters and Discussions 


A Singular Case of Trouble. 

The most difficult trouble that a wire chief, or lineman has to 
deal with is the trouble that comes and goes or, in other words, 
trouble that will only affect the line part of the time. It is 
such a peculiar case that I will describe. 

One of our country lines, about 414 miles in length would 
test shorted every evening, and remain the same until the next 
morning, then the line would test O. K. 

I would try to locate the fault during its existence, but failed. 
The second evening the trouble appeared at about the same 








MAIN LINE 














Fig. 1.—Arrow Shows Where Short Circuit Occurred. 


time and remained till about the same time in the morning, 


and then disappeared. ; 

The line was closely inspected: again but no trouble found. 
The third evening the same trouble appeared again. I was 
determined to find it the next day. The trouble remained 
on the line. 

In order to get to the trouble before it vanished | drove 
three miles before testing. There a test connection was 


opened and the line to town tested. This was found O. K., 
but the remaining and one-half shorted. The 
next test connection was one mile farther west. A test here 


showed the trouble between the first and last test stations. 


mile tested 


This mile of line included three 1600 ohm bridging tele- 
phones. The next thing to do was to carefully inspect the 


line and every telephone and its circuit between these points. 
The result was, that the first telephone circuit inspected proved 
to be the faulty one. 

The telephone had been installed by some careless wireman. 
and the line wire No. 1 going to the telephone was taken in 
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Fig. 2.—How the Fault Was Corrected. 


under main line wire No. 2 and fastened to main line wire No. 
1 as shown in Fig. 1. The seat of trouble is located by the 
arrow. The trouble was cleared by changing wire No. 1 on 
the telephone circuit to main line wire No. 2 and changing 
telephone line 2 to main line wire No. 1 as shown in Fig. 2. 
After making these changes the line tested perfectly clear. 
My explanation for the trouble appearing at the same time 
of an evening, and then disappearing in the morning, and 
remaining the third day is this: cold will cause wire to con- 
tract. In the evening the temperature would fall and cause 
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the wire to contract, which would cause a short to occur at 
the point indicated by the arrow in Fig. 1. 

In the morning the sun would cause the wire to relax, owing 
to the rise of temperature, and, therefore, the wire would 
clear line No. 2 of main circuit and remain so till evening. The 
third day was a cool cloudy day and the temperature did not 
raise enough to relax the wire and, therefore, proved au 
assistance to help locate the case. 

This trouble could have been avoided had the wiring been 
done right in the first place, and a lot of worry taken off the 
manager’s shoulders, besides the inconvenience and dissatis- 
faction caused among the subscribers. 

The telephone field so far offers room for improvement. 
Let us all try and improve by telling one another our troubles, 
and how to prevent them through the columns of TELEPHONY. 
A little science applied in installing and construction saves 
time and trouble and is as true as the old saying, a stitch in 
time nine. 

Amboy, Ind. 


saves 
Delbert Myers. 





What Should Be a Manager’s Salary? 

“The Proper Salary for a Manager,” in your issue of 
February 10th, attracted my attention, as you would nat- 
urally suppose, myself acting in that capacity. 

| will give a few figures for comparison with those of 
your correspondent. Our exchange has 173 telephones of 
our own and rings 283 more on farmer-owned lines, mak- 
In addition we have free exchange 
with six surrounding and through their boards 
with eight or ten other towns. During about two hours 
in the morning and nearly as long in the evening this 
makes a load that is about all one operator can handle, 
and it takes a good one to do it. 

So far I would judge that part of the business of the 


ing 456 that we ring. 
towns, 


two companies to be about equal. 

As manager of this plant, I do all the collecting, keep 
all the books and look after all the business of the com- 
pany, doing, | would judge, about the same duties per- 
formed in the other case. But now, look at the difference. 
They pay for manager and operators about $130, of which 
the operators get $48; we pay for the service $93. 
of which the operators get $78. 


same 


Now, $65 is little enough for a manager if he puts in 
all his time in the work; but perhaps some live business 
man would be glad to look after the business during a 
few hours he might be able to spare from his own busi- 
ness for a good deal less, and their operators, if they 
handle the business that ours do, certainly ought to have 
more. 

We keep three operators, working three shifts, and pay 
them 15 cents per hour, and in addition, pay one of them 
$5 per month to sleep in the office and answer sickness 
calls during the night, which is the only class of service 
we give between 9 p. m. and 5 a. m. I am sure the 
operators’ task of 16 hours per day is more than four 
titmes as exacting as my work, or at least takes more than 
four times the hours. 

I think I ought to have a little more for my work, but 
would not ask the operators to work for any less. The 
operators in the small exchange fill a really more import- 
ant place than is usually conceded, and it is really a stren- 
uous life. They are constantly in contact with all classes 
of people and obliged to cater to all their varying whims, 
and a good salary paid to a really good operator is about 
as profitable an investment as any company can make. 

I presume the management of the business end of that 
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plant would be worth a little more than this one, as the 
volume of business or money handled is nearly double, 
the net operating income being in nearly the same pro- 
portions, theirs being about 37 per cent. of the gross re- 
ceipts and ours about 35 per cent. 

A MANAGER. 





Value of Private Branch Exchange. 

“Conservation, concentration and efficiency are today the 
watchwords of big business, and alert small business as 
well,” remarked the observer as he came in and hung up 
his hat and coat. He did not seem at all disturbed by the 
fact that he had delivered himself of such a shameless 
platitude, but went right on with the story of what had 
aroused his enthusiasm, says a writer in the Philadelphia 
North American. 

“T visited Harrison today,” he began. “You know he 
has an immense business, which involves attention to a 
wealth of detail that would make most men gray-headed 
in a week.” 

“The kind of a fellow who fairly eats work,” smiled 
one of his listeners. 

“No, you’re mistaken,” answered the observer; “he isn’t 
a fire-eater, but just a quiet, calm little man, who has 
learned the value of concentrating all his own powers and 
of focusing the capacities of his people. You know some 
men are like the wireless—they send out energy waves 
in all directions in their efforts to reach just one small 
point on the map. But the successful man is the one who 
knows how to conserve by concentration. 

“Let me relate what happened. Mr. Harrison greeted 

me cordially. Almost immediately his telephone rang, and 
without waiting to finish our talk he excused himself and 
answered it. It proved to be an out-of-town customer, 
who had called him personally to get a bid on a large 
order which must be got out within a very short time. 
. “After obtaining all the details, Mr. Harrison asked 
the customer to wait, and after signaling his private branch 
exchange operator, by working the receiver hook, he said, 
‘Hold this line, please, and give me Miller.’ Then ‘Miller, 
can you make, etc.,’ and successively he called three per- 
sons and obtained details which enabled him to give his 
customer complete information and embodied a promise 
to deliver in even less time than specified. This latter 
evidently so satisfied the customer that the order was 
taken at once. Then Mr. Harrison called his right-hand 
man and told him to get the job moving immediately. 

“When he was through he glanced at me apologetically 
and said, ‘I’m sorry I had to keep you waiting, but I 
couldn’t let go, once I got started.’ 

“©O, that’s all right,’ I replied, ‘you didn’t take more 
than three minutes and besides, I’m always glad to see 
a man land a big order, especially when it’s pulled off 
in such fine style. I was glad to have an opportunity to 
see such real efficiency in an organization. I don’t un- 
derstand how you do it.’ 

““Well” he answered, ‘of course it is partly due to 
system and good work on the part of my assistants, but I 
am frank to say that my private branch telephone sys- 
tem helps as much as anything. You saw what I did. 
Now tell me in what way I could have reached my fore- 
man in factory B, more than a block and a half away, 
and my two other people, located in other parts of this 
building, without the aid of this big hand, which enables 
me instantly to put a finger on any one of my large and 
scattered organization. 

“Tt helps in conserving the time of many of my em- 
ployes and it assists in the direction of all of them. There 
is no running back and forth between departments—the 
telephone is the messenger boy. Materials are ordered 
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from storerooms without waste of time. The time for 
each job is telephoned into and recorded at the office. 
No one of the office force wastes his own or any of the 
foremen’s time when trying to ascertain about any work. 
That is all done by telephone. You see how the private 
branch exchange binds us all close together for quicker 
facilities and greater efficiency? 

““You see I am enthusiastic, 
I am a firm believer in economical management, and this 


’ 


he concluded, ‘because 
system is among my chief helps.’ 

“A better managed place I never saw,” 
server, “for although Harrison evidently gave precedence 
to the telephone as his systematizer, he has neglected 
no practical ways of reducing the labor of every man and 
at the same time getting the highest degree of efficiency. 

“But I quite agree with him that without the private 
exchange his business would be slowed up considerably. 
I leave it to any man in any line of trade whether this 
man isn’t exemplifying a 
economics.” 


finished the ob- 


most practical lesson in busi- 
ness 





Locates Underground Cable Fault with Tone Apparatus. 


Having made a fine test with the wireless tone equipment 
on underground cable, which I think is something new in 
the telephone business and of great value to any telephone 
company to know, I am sending you my experience. 

I am working as cable splicer for the Albany (N. Y.) Home 
Telephone Company. Monday, January 22, I got orders to 
to go Hudson, N. Y., where a 300-pr. underground cable was 
going bad. When I tested the cable 28 pairs showed crossed 
and grounded. I took eight pairs that were crossed and put 
the tone test on for crosses. I finally located the fault between 
two manholes which were 340 ft. apart. As we had no other 
cable to pull in,. I tried to locate this trouble between the 
manholes. The ducts were of fiber, two high and six wide. 
The cable in trouble was the bottom cable on the outside. The 
duct above the cable in trouble was empty. 

I took the receiver off the wireless pickup coil and put it 
on the end of 500 ft. of rubber pothead wire. I then put the 
coil on the other end of the wire, and had a lineman in the 
hole past the trouble pull the coil through the duct until I 
could not hear tone any more. I then marked the wire, pulled 
it out and laid it off on top of the ground over the conduits. 
I found the trouble showed to be 28 ft. from the manhole. 
Then I went to the next manhole and pulled the coil through 
till I picked up tone from the other side and measured the 
location back. The check showed 6 in. difference between 
locations from the opposite ends. 

We dug up the street and found that electrolysis had 
eaten a very small hole through the cable. We cleared the 
trouble in 14 hours. 


Albany, N. Y. John Geel. 


Long Island Independent Uses Newspapers. 

The Baiting Hollow & Roanoke Telephone Co., of River- 
head, N. Y., is doing good work with newspaper space for 
display advertising. An advertisement, a copy of which has 
reached TELEPHONY, should be productive of good results. It 
advises: “Have a telephone! Send your voice! Don’t ride 
or walk, but talk!” Following is a series of strong arguments 
for using a local telephone. 








Bell Loses Two Towns in Alabama. 

Every Southern Bell telephone in Hartselle and in Mas- 
sey, Ala., nine miles away, it is reported, has been or- 
dered taken out on account of an increase in the rates. 
Citizens are beginning the organization of home telephone 
companies at both places. 





Tell TELEPHONY how you solved some problem. 
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Fighting Against Cancelled Toll Calls. 

The effort to make toll lines more productive has been 
followed up in a systematic way during the past year by 
the Topeka, Kas., Independent Telephone Co. 

In response to an invitation to describe this work W. E. 
A. Nottorf, superintendent equipment, 
sends TELEPHONY the chart here reproduced and some val- 
uable comments. The chart was attached to a bulletin ad- 
dressed to long distance operators. Such charts and bulle- 
tins are made up and passed to all long distance operators 
several times a year. The bulletin says: 

The natura! abilities and aggressive qualities of long dis- 


of operation and 


tance operators have much to do with the conversion of 
calls given, into actual revenue. Long distance patrons are 
in a class by themselves, depending to a great extent on 
the ability of the operator at the distant station to locate 
the party desired. 

While the above condition is not the rule, it is a con- 
dition which exists over a large percent. of the total amount 
of the business. To increase the total number of paid con- 
versations and to decrease the number of cancelled tickets 
is, or should be, the constant endeavor of the long distance 
operator. By an extra effort the percentage of cancelled 
calls should be cut down to the minimum number, and by 
the existence of that effort every day the percentage should 
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Chart Recording Cancelled Toll Calls. 
not increase. You must continually fight against and re- 
move the obstacles thrown in the way of calls you are en- 
deavoring to put through. 

Each call cancelled may require the application of a dif- 
Almost 25 per cent of all cancelled tickets 
are cancelled on account of the report: “Subscriber D. A.” 
This percentage is proven to be too high. Insist on distant 
operators having lines tested, or if the call is to a very 
small town, the operator can make inquiry of a neighbor 


ferent remedy. 


whether or not the party is at home. 
The secend serious reason for cancelled calls is the re- 
port: “Will Call.” 


operator and energetically follow up the promise to call 


Keep in close touch with the distant 


you. 

Another reason for a great many cancelled tickets is: 
“No telephone listed.” 

The chart is a detailed analytical report on all cancelled 
tickets for the week, July 9 to 15, inclusive. Beginning with 
the line at the bottom of the chart the number of cancelled 
tickets is shown to increase from one as a minimum to 86 
as a maximum for any one reason. 

Long distance operators will please study this chart over 
and see if they cannot decrease the number of cancelled 
tickets. 

In his comments, conveyed by letter, Mr. Nottorf says: 
Before taking any steps to lower the percent. it seemed 
best to determine what cause contributed to the most of 
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the cancelled tickets. A year ago, as now, the greatest cause 
for cancelled tickets “Subscriber doesn’t answer’— 
this related to both “in” and “out” business. However, by 
having the wire chief test these numbers at this station and 
by requesting the same from the distant station, some calls 
been lost have been made 


was 


which would otherwise have 
good. 

“Appointment” calls should be energetically followed up. 
Many people having a competing telephone can be induced 
to go to the nearest Home telephone and complete the call. 

The above suggestions and many others have been made 
to the long distance operators, the long distance supervisor 
and the recording operators. In addition to these sugges- 
tions the following course is followed out in our long dis- 
tance room: 

The ticket made out by the recording operator is passed 
to the line operator who is able to accept additional tickets. 
As soon as the line operator completes the ticket, it is re- 
turned to recording desk again. The recording operator 
then checks the calculagraph impression with the minutes 
charged, the total charges, and after countersigning the 
ticket places it in a large file, the compartments of which 
are arranged numerically. Each morning these tickets are 
removed from the file and to the toll billing clerk 
so proper charges may be made against the telephone num- 


sent 


bers. 

Realizing that the time to make a ticket good is usually 
at the time it is received from the subscriber and also that 
have taken periodical peg 
counts on calls received each hour and have arranged the 
long distance operators’ schedule accordingly. Three or 
four times per hour it is the long distance supervisor’s 
duty to look over all “holding” tickets on each line opera- 
tor’s position and see that there are none so held for lack 
of the operator’s attention. The supervisor at the same 
time can make valuable suggestions to the operator which 


speed is a business getter. | 


may result in making a call good. 

I have also made periodical counts on the total amount 
of a day’s business to determine the number of calls com- 
pleted by each operator. This to determine if the long dis- 
tance load is equally distributed among the operators. 

Each preceding day’s cancelled tickets are carefully gone 
over each morning by the long distance supervisor, and 
many tickets are made good as a result. 

The average annual toll earnings per station for this 
plant increased 10 cents for 1910 and 13 cents for 1911, and 
we are optimistic over the future. 
to better our local and long distance service generally, to 
make it all 
extent. 


It has been my aim 


more uniform, and not to specialize to too 
great an 


Why the Editor Has no Bell Service. 

The editor of the Waukon, Democrat, is without 
Bell telephone service. He tells why in a few words in a 
recent issue of his paper. 

“Needn’t telephone the news to No. 44 any more because 
it won’t land in the Democrat office,” he says. . “The Bell 
company raised the telephone rental rates again the first 
of the year, but we have concluded to let them do their 
leg pulling on other legs. The Bell company are really 
doing the people a kindness. They are working their game 
so strong that one of these days the patrons here will have 
a telephone line of their own, to be operated and maintained 
at rates within reason and justice.” 





lowa, 





Texas Company Ready by March. 
The Falls County Telephone Co. expects to have its 
exchange at Marlin, Texas, finished and ready for business 
next week. 














From the Patent Office 


By Max W. Zabel 


a battery in series with the primary winding of an induction 


Conversation-Counter for Telephones. 
K. Born, Kreuzburg, Germany, patent 1,014,634, Jan. 16, 1912. 
An ordinary counting mechanism may be actuated once 
whenever the switchhook lever is moved, but registration is 
prevented when the subscriber is called, by means of an 
electromagnet in the call bell circuit. 





Telephone System. 
Wm. A. Fricke, Chicago, Ill, No. 1,016,617, Feb. 6, 
assigned to Monarch Tel. Mfg. Co., Chicago. 
The party line signaling system herein contemplates the 
use of a line battery w to operate the line lamp x when- 
ever the receiver b is removed. One of the signals at the 
substation, namely at A, is an alternating current bell, the 
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condenser q’ preventing passage through it of battery 
current. At the stations B and C the ringers are of the 
pulsating type having high resistances w’ included so that 
their permanently closed bridge will not permit sufficient 
battery current to flow through them to operate the line 
The signal at the station D is connected between 





relays. 
an intermediate connection of the resistance coils y, y’. 


Increasing Efficiency of Telephone Lines. 
C. A. Randall, New York, N. Y., 1,017,617, Feb. 13, 1912, 
Assigned to Randal Tel. Mfg. Co., Augusta, Me. 

A telephone repeater is herein set forth in which the 
line has the ordinary telephone at each end and in which 
a repeater is inserted intermediate of the terminals of the 
line. This repeater has a coil in series with one side of 
the main line. A local battery and induction coil are as- 
sociated with this repeater which is of the ordinary re- 
ceiver-transmitter type. The secondary of the induction 
coil is in series in the other main line. 
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Sanitary Protector for Telephone Transmitters. 
C. Adams, New York, N. Y., 1,017,362, Feb. 13, 1912. 
An antiseptic mouthpiece protector is the subject matter 
of this patent and is a cup shaped metallic structure adapt- 
ed to fit around the entire mouthpiece and transmitter in 
the shape of a hood. 











Telephone Repeating Apparatus and Circuits. 
C. A. Randall, New York, N. Y., 1,017,616, Feb. 13, 1912, 
Assigned to Randall Tel. Mfg. Co., Augusta, Me. 
The telephone repeater system of this patent has one re- 
ceiver-transmitter at the repeating station, which controls 


coil, The secondary is in series with the main line and the 
actuating coil of the repeater is in series with the other 
limb of the main line. At the repeating station a relay 
in shunt of the main line and provided with a battery 
controls a circuit through another relay also provided with 
a battery, which second relay controls the closure of the 
repeating batter circuit. 





Lock-Out Device for Party Telephones. 

D. W. Kneisly, Dayton, O., No. 1,016,277, Feb. 6, 
assigned to Dayton Tel. Lock-Out Mfg. Co. 

A step-by-step system is set forth herein of use for party 
line lock out systems in which a single magnet performs 
the various operating and selecting functions. A 
feature of the device it is claimed is to provide means for 
returning the respective instruments to normal instantly 
at the will of the operator without the necessity of com- 
pleting a series of step-up operations. The invention 
further contemplates a system of this character having 
but a single break in the talking circuit at the subscriber’s 


1912, 


novel 


instrument. 





Telephone System. 
F. M. Davis, Chicago, IIl., 1,017,085, Feb. 13, 1912. Assigned 
to Kellogg Swbd & Sup. Co., Chicago. 

This invention, relates to telephone switchboards in 
which both magneto and common battery lines enter. The 
system under consideration is one in which two conductors 
extend through the multiple. When talking between com 
battery and common battery subscribers the ordinary 
common battery cord circuit is used and when talking be- 
tween common battery magneto, the call being initiated 
at the common battery end, the common battery cord 
circuit is used as then the calling plug is inserted in one 
of the jacks 30, thereby cutting in the repeating coil 10. 















































When the coil is initiated over in the magneto line, then 
the cord circuit shown in the drawing is used in which 
the cord circuit repeating coil is used and in which the 
multiple jacks are cut off from the circuit so that no con- 
versational connection can be had. 

Pacific Bell Head Office Now San Francisco. 

The main office of the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
will henceforth be located in San Francisco in a legal and 
official sense as well as in actual practice. It has been main- 
tained in Martinez for some time as a fiction of law. 
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Legal Cases and Decisions 
By A. H. McMillan 


Injury to Lineman From Hanging Wire. 

One of our linemen who has worked for us a num- 
ber of years, was sent by the foreman to string wires 
along two blocks in town crossing a street. While the 
lineman was on the pole with the wire hanging low 
across the street, a team ran against the wire jerking 
it and causing the end of it to strike his eye caus- 
ing the loss of the eye ball. He has given notice 
that he proposes to bring suit. We enclose a copy 
of the notice herewith. Does he have any legal ground 
for suing us? He was working alone and had often 
been cautioned to be careful, and we cannot see why 
it was not entirely his own fault. There was no neces- 
sity whatever for him to allow the wire to hang down 
in the way of teams. 

The substance of the notice mentioned above is as 
follows: : ~ 

You are notified that the undersigned employe 
claims of said company the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars ($10,000) for the loss of his left eye, by reason of 
the negligence of said company in failing to furnish 
proper assistance, in placing the undersigned in a 
dangerous place to work, and in the failure of the 
manager of said company neglecting to assist in the 
work, and the particulars of said accident being as 
follows: On ————.., 1912, the undersigned was 
placing wires on poles in an alley in by di- 
rection of the manager and by,him told to proceed with- 
out assistance. Such assistance was necessary and the 
danger of the work without such assistance was well 
known to the company, and while so engaged at work 
the wire at the other end from the place where un- 
dersigned was working, slacked down, a team struck 
the wire, it flew into the claimant’s eye, destroying 
the sight. 

It is noticeable that your account of the injury and 
the claimant’ account as set forth in the notice, are dif- 
ferent. You state that the lineman himself was at fault 
in slacking the wire and in allowing it to hang down in 
the way of teams. The claimant states that the wire 
was slacked at the other end from the place where he was 
working. But apparently the slacking was due to 
claimant’s own work because in his statement he says that 
he was working without assistance. The need of assis- 
tance in doing the work must have been as apparent to 
the claimant as to the company’s manager. 

Where an employe knows or ought to know that the 
employer has not furnished assistance enough for a 
reasonably safe prosecution of the work. the employe as- 
sumes the risk incident to working with insufficient assis- 
tance. Swift vs. Rutkowski, 167 IIl., 156, 47 N. E., 362, 26 
Cyc., 1195. Unless your state has some recent legislation 
to the contrary, we believe your company is not liable 
for the injury. 


> 





Re-Hearing Denied in the Pasadena Case. 

The Supreme Court of California has denied a re-hear- 
ing in the case of the Sunset (Pacific Bell) Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., vs. the City of Pasadena. A Pasadena 
city ordinance makes it unlawful to erect or maintain on 
any of the streets of the city any telephone poles or 
wires for use in local or intrastate business without a 
franchise therefor from the city and requires that any 
persons using a telephone line on the streets for inter- 
state business shall pay to the city semi-annually in ad- 
vance, the sum of 75 cents for each pole, unless the per- 
son shall have secured a franchise therefor. 

The company brought suit against the city for an in- 
junction to restrain it from interfering with the mainte- 
. mance or operation of the company’s telephone and tele- 
graph system in the city, on account of the company’s 
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refusal to comply with the terms of this ordinance. The 
court sustained the contentions of the city and held the 
company subject to the operation of the ordinance. 

Neither the Post Roads Act nor the fact that the com- 
pany was engaged in interstate commerce would hold to 
give it the right to occupy the streets to the exclusion of 
the public without a franchise. The provisions of a state 
statute authorizing “telegraph corporations” to construct 
lines along or on any public highway of the state could 
not be construed to include telephone companies under 
the rule that grants contained in public statutes must be 
strictly construed in favor of the public. 

The company was not permitted to contend that the 
license if fixed in the ordinance was unreasonable because 
the city was held to have power to withhold the use of 
the streets from telephone companies, or to permit such 
use on terms satisfactory to it. Sunset Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. vs. City of Pasadena (Cal.), 118 Pacific, 796. 





Line on Right of Way is Additional Burden. 
Through —————— township we are putting a line 
on the railroad right of way and from there running 
to subscribers. One farmer objects to our going along 
the right of way past his farm unless we pay him 
for the privilege. He is not a subscriber. The rail- 


road right of way passes through his farm. Is he 
entitled to any compensation? 
Both the farmer and railroad company may demand 


compensation for your use of the railroad right of way 
if they so wish. The location of a telephone line upon 
the railroad right of way is a taking of it and imposes a 
burden for which the owner of the. fee and the owner of 
the easement of the right of way are entitled to com- 
pensation, Canadian-Pacific Railroad Co. vs. Moosehead 
Telephone Co., 106 Me., 363, 76 Atlantic, 885. 





Case Involving Unauthorized Attachment in Ohio. 

Judge Shattuck in the Superior Court at Cincinnati, 
in the case of Hoyer vs. Cincinnati Telephone Co., de- 
cided that the telephone company had a legal right to 
discontinue the service of a subscriber who used an at- 
tachment not furnished or approved by the company in 
connection with its instrument. The case was the result 
of an order issued by the company last January, directing 
that the service of Edward C. Hoyer of Hyde Park be 
discontinued, after he refused to detach a telephone owned 
by himself from wires of the company. Hoyer, through 
his attorney, applied to.Judge Shattuck for an order re- 
straining the company from making the disconnection, 
which was temporarily granted. After final hearing the 
court held that the company had full control over its 
equipment and could exact the observance of certain 
rules, and dismissed the petition of plaintiff for the reason 
that it did not state facts sufficient to constitute a cause 
of action. 





One of Longest Private Lines in the World. 

The work of constructing one of the longest private 
telephone lines in the world has commenced at San Bern- 
ardino, Cal. The line is to be built by the Southern Sierras 
Power Co., and is to parallel the company’s high power 
transmission wires between San Bernardino and the pow- 
er plants near Bishop, Inyo county, 240 miles distant. 
The line is not to be for the exclusive use of the com- 
pany but the general public will be served as well. 











A New Insulated Friction Drive Screw Driver. 

The Benjamin Electric & Mfg. Co., 126 S. Sangamon 
street, Chicago, has embodied in its insulated friction 
drive screw driver for linemen and electrician’s especial 
use, all of the desirable features assuring prompt, effective 
and safe work. 

Linemen working in dangerous places on the line can be 
reasonably sure of protection against shocks, etc., when 
using it. This screw driver contains all the advantages of 
the ordinary screw and rachet screw drivers, without the 
attending disadvantages of the latter, besidés having some 
exclusive features which make for better and quick- 
er work. 

The friction drive is one of its principal points of 
construction. It is said that this is one of the most 
far-reaching and important inventions made in late 
years, as pertains to screw drivers. ; 

The frictional surfaces between the cap and 
handle engage with the ordinary natural working 
pressure used in driving the screw. The spring in 
handle releases the friction when the pressure is relieved 
on the reverse movement and the hand with the cap is 
returned at once to its initial position without breaking the 
screw. 

The spring’ maintains a slight pressure on the screw con- 
stantly, thus securely keeping the blade in the slot. The 
free swivel connection between the cap and handle makes 
it easy to drive machine or other free running screws very 
rapidly by the simple operation of the thumb and fingers. 

For all one-hand work this new screw driver, the mak- 
ers advise, is without an equal. The blade is always held 
firmly in the slot while returning the hand, making it easier 
to reach difficult places, and saving time and energy on all 
regular work. The rotating cap moves with the hand, and 
does not chafe or rub the hand as do the regular types of 
screw drivers. Screws can be driven in either direction 
without requiring a previous adjustment of tool. There 
are no complicated parts, no ratchet teeth, dogs or other 
mechanism to cause trouble or get out of order. 

The few simple parts comprising this screw driver are 
designed to withstand the severest kind of usage, such as 


is frequently demanded of a screw driver. The entire 








From Factory and Salesroom 


Quick Fire Loss Replacements. 

The American Union Telephone Co., Philadelphia, Pa., 
suffered a fire loss at its exchange in Warren, Pa., last 
week, calling for the immediate replacement of the entire 
switchboard. 

A telegram of inquiry was received by the 
Electric Co., of Chicago, at eleven o’clock on Friday morn- 
ing, details followed by wire covering the required 450 ca- 
pacity board. The first section of 150 lines was shipped 
that night by express and followed on Saturday night by 
two more sections of same capacity. 


American 





The New Benjamin Screw Driver Ready for Use. 


Monday of. this week a second fire loss replacement by 
the same company was ordered by telegraph for shipment 
Wednesday night to Mahanoy City, Pa., consisting of 300 
capacity in two boards of unit type. This order went out 
on time. ‘ 

Tuesday a telegram to replace a fire loss of the Celina 
& Mercer County Telephone Co., Celina, Ohio, resulted in 
the shipment Thursday of another Burns Express board 
of 150 capacity. 

It was only possible to get such a remarkabiy quick de- 
livery because of the unit type construction of the Burns 
Express cabinets and the flexibility of the Burns Express 
drop installations. 

These shipments were made in addition to the complet- 
ing of a large number of orders for Burns Express boards 
regularly passing through the American factory. 





A Genuine “Emergency” Sample Case. 

The salesman’s sample grip has been the object of many 
an alleged quip since the first traveling man rode in a 
stage coach. Its unmistakable value in emergencies, aside 
from any assistance the contents may render in clinching 
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Detail Drawing of Benjamin Friction Drive Screw Driver Iilusrating Method of Operation. 


blade, which is made of the best crucible steel, is moulded 
securely into the handle, and, with the exception of the 
point, is covered with a tough grade of hard rubber tubing 
moulded into the handle. A descriptive folder, explaining 
it with particulars as to prices, will be mailed promptly to 
interested companies. 





B. Peperson, of the Stromberg Electric Co., Chicago, is 
now serving as sales manager for the company. 


a sale, was graphically illustrated recently in what was 
very nearly a disastrous train wreck. 

Two interurban trains, due to overlapping orders, 
crashed together. Six people were badly injured, one very 
seriously, and the telephone equipment of both cars was 
so badly damaged that communication with headquarters 
was impossible. 

While the crew were running aimlessly about and the 


much shaken up passengers were assisting the injured, E. 
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J. Boorde, proprietor of the Hoopeston (Ill.) Telephone 
Co., and Mr. Bowling, his manager; J. C. Murray, sales 
engineer of the Kellogg Switchboard Supply Co., and B. 
H. Blake, state representative, were not standing idly by. 

The salesman’s sample grip came into play in a jiffy. 
The men hustled out new receivers, cords and parts and in 
a very short time the train crew were talking to the dis- 
patcher; help was summoned with new cars and a bad 
situation in the open country was aided by the alertness 
of the telephone men. 

The seriousness of the collision can be judged from the 
following press telegram: 

“Three men were badly injured and several bruised in 
a head-on collision between a north-bound and a south- 
bound car on the Winona interurban line near Beaver Dam 
yesterday. The injured were removed to the 
Peru hospital. 

“The smashup is said to have been due to incorrect or- 
ders. Motorman Lewis says he had orders to pass at 
Bears, and Motorman Rowan says his orders were to pass 
at Doran. 

“The cars were traveling at high speed and telescoped 
the entire length of the smoking compartments. 

“Doctors were called from Mentone and Akron, and a 
special relief train carrying the company’s officials was 
hurried to the scene from Warsaw.” 


> 


Some Strong Runzel-Lenz Publicity. 

The Northwest News, published in Chicago, devotes con- 
siderable space in a recent issue to a description of the fac- 
tory and business of the Runzel-Lenz Electric Mfg. Co. 
of that city. The article, in part, was as follows: 


The Runzel-Lenz Electric Mfg. Co. specializes 
in the production of telephone and _ switchboard 
cords, switchboard cables and wires, cables for ele- 
vators, insulating compound, etc. The company orig- 
inally established its factory on Clinton street in 
1904. In 1909 it erected a handsome three-story 
brick building, 60x125 feet in area, at the northeast 
corner of Western and St. Paul avenues. In the 
erection of the building plans were provided so as to 
admit of an additional three stories, and the com- 
‘ pany has in mind an addition to the building very 
shortly. The first floor is devoted to the machin- 
ery department, where the company’s experts de- 
sign and build all machines and devices used in the 
manufacturing process. 

The power equipment and heating system also oc- 
cupy the first floor.. The second floor is occupied by 
the general offices and insulated wire department, 
the cable department, and electrical, chemical and 
experimental laboratory. On the third floor. is 
found braiding and finishing departments, also 
stock room. The line of manufacture provides 
for machinery of varied automatic types. 

The company’s trade connections are established in 
all parts of the country, Canada and Mexico. More 
than 100 workmen are employed. 


The article was embellished with a cut of the Runzel- 
Lenz factory, and constituted an effective piece of pub- 
licity work. 


seriously 








Johns-Manville Annual Convention. 


Over 100 electrical department managers and salesmen 
of the Johns-Manville Co., from all parts of the United 
States and Caanda, met in New York City recently to at- 
tend the convention which the company holds annually. 
The meetings extended over the entire week. They were 
given up, in the main, to discussions of the company’s 
various products. 

On Wednesday evening two special Pullman cars con- 
veyed the representatives of the company to Hartford, 
Conn., where is located the factory of the Johns-Pratt Co., 
for which the Johns-Manville Co. is sole selling agent. 
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Here further details of the company’s line were gone inte 
and a thorough inspection of the factory followed. 

On Saturday evening the company gave a banquet at 
the Hartford Club, at the conclusion of which it was 
unanimously declared that the convention has been, not 
only thoroughly enjoyable, but practical and profitable in 
every respect. 


— 


Record Installation at Bath, N. Y. 

It took T. W. Chase, manager of the Bath exchange of 
the Federal Company of Buffalo, just one hour and thirty 
minutes to secure the signature for service, install the tele- 
phone, return the tools to the store-room and get back to 
his office. At 4:30 p. m. the contract was signed and by 
6 o’clock the subscriber had used his telephone severa! 
times. This, we' believe, is a record. Just such prompt 
action as illustrated above is one of the things that estab- 
lishes confidence and makes satisfied subscribers, and goes 
a long way in building up successful exchanges. 








Frank L. Middleton Identified With North Electric Co. 

The North Electric Co. announces that it has extended the 
personnel of its sales department by securing the services of 
Frank L. Middleton, who has returned to the telephone manu- 
facturing field, after sev- 
eral years pioneering in 
the new state of Okla- Seed 
homa. There he was lo- | 
cated at Tulsa, where he 
was identified in the real 
estate, oil fields and auto- 
mobile manufacturing in- 
dustries, as well as divi- 
sion manager of the Pi- 
oneer Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., of that state. 

Though comparatively a 
young man, Mr. Middle- 
ton has an interesting his- 
tory in the development of 
the telephone industry. He 
entered the telephone field 
as a night operator in the 
year 1881 at his home city, 
Elkhart, Ind., and in vari- 
ous capacities was identi- 
fied with the Bell interests 
until the opening of the 
Independent field. He then organized the Home Telephone 
Co., of Eikhart, and was largely interested in the development 
of the Independent field in Indiana until late in the nineties 
when he became engaged in the development of the new Inde- 
pendent field in Texas, being located at Waco. 

He was later identified with the Chicago Telephone Co., re- 
maining there but a short time, then taking a position in the 
office of the Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co. in Chicago. 
For three years he was sales manager of that concern, after 
which he was identified with the International Telephone Mfg. 
Co. for two or more years as sales manager. Following this 
he was connected with the sales department of the Automatic 
Electric Co., of Chicago, until 1906, when the condition of his 
health required his taking a more open air occupation. 

Mr. Middleton found the Southwest to agree with him so 
thoroughly that he was tempted to again enter the field of his 
chosen line of endeavor. In becoming connected with the 
North Electric Co., in the capacity of manager of the Auto- 
manual sales department, his experience in the manual and 
automatic field, as well as his familiarity with operating con- 
ditions, will be brought into most effective use. 

Mr. Middleton has no intention, however, of immediately re 

















Frank L. Middleton. 
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entering the manufacturing field when he visited Chicago dur- 
ing the last telephone convention. Being in the city on a 
business trip he naturally called upon his old friends at the 
convention, and while there became so impressed with the new 
enthusiasm which has entered the Independent field, and, par- 
ticularly the great field which the Automanual believes it is 
destined to supply in this industry, that he says he. simply could 
not resist the temptation to’ get back into harness. 





THe AmerIcAN EL ectric Co., Chicago, is mailing Bulletin 
No. 40 to the trade. This booklet describes the Burns express 
switchboard, in detail, in various sized cabinets and with vari- 
ous equipments. It also shows telephones and accessories of 
many kinds. It comprises 80 pages, is printed on heavy book 
paper, and bound in deep red paper covers. Half tone cuts, 
circuit diagrams and copious descriptive matter fill this hand- 
some catalog and an index makes it easy to find whatever 
apparatus or equipment one desires to become acquainted with. 
Bulletin No. 40, the first of several new catalogs, should be in 
the hands of every telephone man. A copy will be sent upon 
request. 





Joun A. Roepitnc’s Sons Co., Trenton, N. J., has pre- 
pared in its own works a comprehensive catalog covering its 
products. These include wire rope and wire rope fastenings, 
iron, copper, brass and steel wire, hard copper telegraph and 
telephone wire and miscellaneous manufactures. 

The catalog comprises over 180 pages, printed on heavy 
book paper and attractively bound in brown. 

A brief history of the foundation and growth of the cor- 
poration is given, as well as complete descriptions of its 
products. The catalog contains much general information, 
tables, etc., the whole being plentifully illustrated by drawings 
and half tone pictures from photographs. 


Pertaining to Raven Brand Supplies. 
Some time since in these columns a notice was pub- 
lished concerning the adoption of a distinctive trademark 
known as “Raven Brand” for the products of the supply 
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Raven Brand Supplies 
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Satisfaction or your money back 





Supply Sales Dept. 
Automatic Electric Co. 
Morgan and Van Buren Sts. 
CHICAGO 











“Look for the Tag!” 


department of the Automatic Electric Co., Chicago. The 
supply department advises that it has proven to be very 
successful, principally because it assures all users of 


“Raven Brand” supplies uniformity in quality and with 
satisfaction guaranteed. 
The company’s direct current receiver is one of its prin- 
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cipal sellers. And for this it is said that it is most simple 
in construction and practically everlasting. The original 
receivers are said to be continuing to give the same sat- 
isfactory service on the telephones of the automatic plants 
first installed. Comparative tests have been conducted, 
proving it is best adapted for its particular work. 

The supply department of the company further states 
that its switchboard cord is just about ready for the mar- 
ket. Before proceeding with the design of this cord com- 
munications were addressed to several of the principal 
telephone companies to obtain expressions of opinion on 
the kind of cord used and as to their special advantages, 
or disadvantages, if any. 

The Automatic company’s new switchboard cord is sup- 
posed to represent a composite of all the good points em- 
bodied in other makes. It is said that this cord possesses 
great conductivity because of the amount of tinsel used in 
its construction, and that the conductors are so put to- 
gether that the bend of the cord is taken up in the twist 
of the conductors, reducing resistance and assuring long 
wear. 

Henceforth the supply department of the Automatic 
Electric Co. will conduct a series of monthly publicity 
“specials.” For March it is planning to issue a little folder 
descriptive of “Raven Brand” receiver, desk set and switch- 
board cords. 

The tag here reproduced is attached to all sample cords 
sent out by the supply department, which advises it will 
be glad to send its “March Special” folder with sample 


cords. 





The Value of “Please.” 

The Cleveland Telephone Co. has just learned some- 
thing. A few months ago it issued orders to its army 
of operators to discontinue the use of the world “please” 
in connection with their stereotyped inquiry, “Number?” 
The object, of course, was to save time and thus improve 
the service. Now an order has gone forth for the restora- 
tion of the “please” says the Pittsburgh Gazette-Times. Here 
is what the general manager says about it: 

When we abolished the “please” we did it to speed up 
the service. That is. we thought the saving of several 
hundred thousand “pleases” a day would have that 
effect. Well, it didn’t. In our advertisements we 
solicit the assistance of our patrons in a general scheme 
of politeness over the wire. Now we find it is up to 
us to take a dose of our own medicine, and so we have 
restored the “please.” 


Time taken for politeness is never wasted, a fact which 
rushing Americans are apt to overlook. Across the water 
one is almost stunned at first when the omnibus or street 
car conductor says “Thank you” for every fare. Courtesy 
in such surroundings seems superfluous, but it is not. It 
has an effect on the passengers and all concerned which 
tends toward better service. Years ago our telephone 
companies recognized how a little politeness lubricates the 
wheels of business, and now in Cleveland the advantage 
which “Number, please?” possesses over plain “Number?” 
has been demonstrated by a practical experiment. Cutting 
out courtesy doesn’t pay, and where is politeness better 
worth while, on the part of both patrons and employes, 
than in the operation of our great public utilities? 





Big Gain for Federal. 

The net gain in telephones in the Federal Telephone & 
Telegraph Company’s system for January, 1912, as com- 
pared with the same period of 1911, is reported to show 
an increase of 200 per cent. The gain is general through- 
out the system and not confined to any particular locality 
which argues well for the popularity of the Independent 
service. 








Condensed News Reports 


Officers of Companies are Earmestly Requested to Forward Us Promptly All Financial and Other Statements as Soon 
as Issued, and Any Items of Interest as to Their Plants and Systems 


PERSONAL, 
FRANK McNALLY has resigned his position as manager of 
the Interior Telephone Co., at Grinnell, Ia. He has been succeed- 


ed by G. L. Saunders. 

MR. and MRS. RAYMOND BISSELL and daughter have left for 
a two weeks’ trip to Jekyl Island. Mr. Bissell is assistant treas- 
urer of the Federal Telephone & Telegraph Co., of Buffalo. 

V. E. FURNAS, of the Louisville Home Telephone Co., is the 
proud parent of a baby boy. It is the first child in the family 
and father is said to be justifiably ‘‘chesty’”’ over his advent. 

MARTIN H. BUEHLER has been elected second vice-president 
and general manager of the Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. He was formerly auditor of the Bell Telephone 
Co., of Pennsylvania. 

F. T. REED has been appointed district commercial manager 
of the Southwestern Telegraph & Telephone Co. at Corsicana, 
Texas. Mr. Reed has been local manager of that company at 
Gainesville for several years. 

Cc. L. WAITE has resigned as manager of the People’s Tele- 
phone Co., of Chillicothe, Mo., and has moved to Tulsa, Okla., 
where he is engaged in the real estate and oil business. J. A. 
Davenport was named superintendent in charge. 

H. T. HALEY, of Charleston, W. Va., has been appointed as 
local manager for the Grayson County Telephone Co., at Sher- 


man, Tex. C. A. Shock will remain as superintendent and gen- 
eral manager. He is now building new exchanges at McKinney 
and Plano. 


A. F. ADAMS has resigned as vice-president and director of 
the Home Telephone Co., of Joplin, Mo. W. O. Randall, general 
superintendent of the company, has been elected to fill the va- 
cancy on the directorate. No successor as vice-president has yet 
been chosen. 

OBITUARY: 


ALLEN LEE, of the Indian Refining Co., recently died in New 
York City. The interment took place at Cincinnati, Ohio. Mr. 
Lee descended from the Lee family, of Virginia, and was well 
known in Chicago, having resided there for many years. He 
was formerly western manager of the Metropolitan Magazine, and 
for several years was connected with the Chicago Daily Journal. 
He was a thirty-second degree Mason, a member of Oriental 
consistory. and Medinah Temple, Chicago, and affiliated with the 
Blue Lodge Chapter and Commandery of Lafayette, Ind., and a 
member of the Agate Club, Chicago. He leaves a widow and two 
children, Joseph A. and Lydia. 

JAMES MUNROE COOKE, chief of the manual engineering 
department of the Automatic Electric Co., Chicago, died Sunday 
evening, February 25, of pneumonia. He leaves a widow but no 
children. : 

Mr. Cooke began his telephone experience while still a high 
school student in Grand Rapids, associating himself with the 
Citizens Telephone Co. there. When he left the Citizens he was 
chief installer. ‘This was before the installation of the automatic 
in Grand Rapids,” writes C. E. Tarte, general manager, ‘‘when 
we had simply a magneto system, but that required good men to 
keep it in shape to give satisfactory service, and Mr. Cooke was 
considered one of these good men. He grew up with the com- 
pany, and left it only to take another position.”’ 

He later added widely to his experience, was chief installer 
for the Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., of Rochester, 
N. Y., installation foreman for the Bell in Pennsylvania and for 
the Western Electric Co. While with the latter concern he went 
to South America on its behalf, installing a board at Caracas, 
Venezuela. 

After leaving the Western Electric Co., Mr. Cooke acted for a 
time as assistant to B. C. Groh, who is assistant chief engineer 
of the Illinois Tunnel Co., in Chicago. Leaving Mr. Groh, Mr. 
Cooke associated himself, as stated, with the Automatic Electric 
Co. 

‘He was a thoroughly posted and a very capable telephone en- 
gineer,”” says W. Lee Campbell, general superintendent of that 
company, ‘‘a man who took a tremendous amount of interest in 
his work, enthusiastic and optimistic at all times. He was a 
good’ systematizer and got results all along the line. His death 
not only leaves a vacancy which it will be very hard for us 
to fill, but his loss will be deeply felt because of his attractive 
personality.”’ 

NEW COMPANIES. 

BUCKLEY, ILL.—The Buckley Telephone Co., with a capital 
of $20,000, has been incorporated here by William S. Hale, Frank 
F. Singleton and Elwin Hull. 

SAVANNA, ILL.—The Savanna Mutual Telephone Co. has been 
incorporated here with a capital stock of $15,000. The incorpora- 
tors are L. H, Maloney, C. C. Thill and W. P. Rhodes. 

HAVEN, KANS.—The farmers of Haven township are con- 
sidering the organization of a telephone company which shall 
have its main exchange in Haven. 
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ZION, KY.—The Rural Co-operative Telephone Co. is be- 
ing formed here. It is proposed to establish an exchange here 
build lines throughout the county and connect for long distance 
service at, Henderson. J. Stokes Taylor will be the secretary 
and treasurer. The farmers are reported signing for stock at 
a rate which will make the formal incorporation of the com- 
pany an early event. 

HAMBURG, MINN.—The Tri-County Co-operative Telephone 
Co. has been incorporated, with $50,000 capital stock. The 
organizers are Fred Buck, Edw. W. H. H. Bencke and Fred C. 
Practlu, all of Hamburg, and Chas. C. Purcell, of Green Isle. 


ENID, OKLA.—The Spring Valley Telephone Co., with a cap- 
ital stock of $600, has been incorporated here by Harlan Emer- 


son, R. L. Donnell, Wallace M. Daykin, Martin Hughes and 
Frank Bogart. 
RUTHERFORD, TENN.—The Rutherford Home Telephone 


Co. has been organized here by R. M. Halford, M. Peel, WW. R. 
Canada and J. L. Brown. The capital stock is $2,000. 


WINCHESTER, VA.—The Romney Consolidated Telephone Co. 
(Inc.), has been formed here. The capital stock is $5,000, The 
officers are G. P. Miller, president; S. L. Hoover, secretary and 
treasurer. J. J. Cornwell and George S. Henriott are the other 
incorporators. The company proposes to build 200 miles of line. 


COTTAGEVILLE, W. VA.—The Cottageville, Baden & Point 
Pleasant Telephone Co. has been chartered with a capital stock of 
$5,000. The incorporators are as follows: S. L. Barber, W. E. 
Evans, Wm. L. Beckwith, Wm. Lloyd, Lauree L. Stone, Flora J. 
Barber, K. Rand, A. C. Rand and Essie’ Bibbee. 


CONSTRUCTION. 


AMITY, ARK.—The Amity Telephone Co. has purchased the 
exchange at Caddo Gap and will rebuild the plant there. 


REEDLEY, CAL.—A committee appointed by the Merchants 
Association to secure support for a proposed line to Squaw Val- 
ley has reported that the necessary amount has been subscribed. 
Work is to be commenced soon. 


HOOPESTON, ILL.—The Hoopeston Telephone Co. is plan- 
ning the conversion of its magneto plant into a central energy 
system. The cost will be between $15,000 and $20,000. E. J. 
Boorde is manager. 


MACOMB, ILL.—The Macomb Telephone Co. has purchased a 
lot and will shortly proceed to the erection of an exchange build- 
ing. The latter will cost in the neighborhood of $10,000. 

MARION CENTER, IND.—The Farmers’ Telephone Co. is 
planning extensive improvements, among which is the building 
of trunk lines from Indiana to Gypsy and Horton and from Indi- 
— to Punxutawney, one via Hamilton and the other via Ros- 
siter. 


BOWLING GREEN, KY.—The directors of the Bowling Green 
Telephone Co. are to meet February 1 to discuss the purchase 
of a larger and more modern switchboard. The capacity of the 
present board has been exhausted. 


FRANKLIN, KY.—The Farmers’ Mutual Telephone Co., lately 
organized here, will install a system in Franklin and build lines 
from Franklin to Simpson and Henrietta, making long distance 
connection at Hopkinsville. 


PIKEVILLE, KY.—The Eastern Kentucky Home Telephone Co. 
will build new lines from Bottom Fork, via Bentley and Wright, 
to Jenkins, Ky. Short lines will be built to Pound and Dorton. 
An exchange will be necessary at Jenkins. 


PINE TOP, KY.—The Carr’s Fork Telephone Co. here will begin 
at once the construction of a line via Beaver to Harold, thirty- 
five miles. 


SLEMP, KY.—The Slemp Home Telephone Co. is being organ- 
ized here by William Brahsears and Roscoe Smith, who will build 
a first-class system in Slemp. 


VANCOUVER, B. C.—The British Columbia Telephone Co. will 
soon begin the erection of the Highland exchange. The estimated 
cost is $200,000. A cable will also be laid to*connect Vancouver 
with North Vancouver at a cost of approximately $30,000. 


FINANCIAL, 


WARSAW, IND.—The Commercial Telephone Co. has author- 
ized the issue of $50,000 additional preferred stock. 

STORY CITY, IOWA.—At the recent annual meeting of the 
stockholders of the Story County Independent Telephone Co., a 
dividend of 8 per cent. was declared and paid. 

WILLIAMSBURG, IOWA.—The Williamsburg Telephone Co. 
has declared a semi-annual dividend of 4 per cent. 

ST. JOHNS, MICH.—The Clinton Telephone Co., according 
to reports submitted at the recent annual meeting, must ex- 
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pand. It is proposed to install a considerable number of tele- 
phones and extend the lines. To secure funds for this work the 
capital stock was increased from $20,000 to $50,000. 

SALEM, ORE.—W. D. Henry, retiring president of the Polk 
County Telephone Co., states that the company will be obliged 
to increase its capital stock within the next sixty days to care 
for the constant growth of the business. 


CARROLLTOWN, PA.—The Northern Cambria Farmers’ Tele- 
phone Co. has decided to extend its lines to Coalport, Ashville 
and nearly to Bradley Junction. 

MIDDLETOWN, PA.—Farmers in the vicinity of Deodate 
and Round Top are making arrangements to build another line 
to connect with the local exchange of the Middletown Telephone 
Co. 

KENOSHA, WIS.—The directors of the Kenosha Telephone 
Co. arranged for an appropriation of from $20,000 to $30,000 for 
the cabling of the open lines in this city. 

YZABEL (SONORA,) MEXICO.—The Sonora Mexico Land & 
Timber Co. will install an extensive system of telephones upon 
its large timber and ranch property near here, and will also 
build long distance lines to Yzabel, Fronteras and other towns 
of this section. J. T. T. Paxton is general manager. 


ELECTIONS. 


TULARE, CAL.—The annual meeting of the Tulare Home Tele- 
phone Co. was recently held and officers for 1912 were elected. 
The board of directors is composed of the following: T. D. Blod- 
gett, M. G. Cottle, Sol. Rosenthal, S. B. Anderson, and G. C. 
Harris. The officers are: G. C. Harris, president; T. L. Blodgett, 
vice-president; Sol. Rosenthal, secretary. 


CULLOM, ILL.—The Cullom Village Mutual Telephone Co. has 
elected the following officers for the coming year: President, F. 
W. Kingdon; vice-president, A. F. Eldredge; treasurer, J. L. 
Shearer; secretary, Henry Amacher; director for three years, T. 
C. Greenwood. 


INDUSTRY, ILL.—At the annual meeting of the stockholders 


of the Industry Telephone Co., John A. Miner was elected a 
director for three years and George W. Beghtol a director for 


one year. Officers elected were as follows: President, George 
Provine; treasurer, George W. Beghtol; secretary, L. D. Wil- 
helm. 


TAMPICO, ILL.—At the annual meeting of the Tampico Farm- 
ers Mutual Telephone Co. the following officers and directors 
were elected for the ensuing year: President, L. A. Wheelock; 
secretary and treasurer, John H. Daley; F. Van Demark, M. J. 
Oleson and Levi Lutgens. A balance of $2,500 was reported in 
the treasury at the close of what was declared to be a pros- 
perous year. 

BLOOMFIELD, IOWA.—The directors of the Citizens Mutual 
Telephone Co. have elected the following officers for the ensuing 
year: President, S. S. Standley; vice-president, C. E. Stockham; 
secretary, S. L. Berry; treasurer, S. E. Rowe; trustees, C. C. 
McAvoy and Evan Evans. 


CLEARFIELD, IOWA.—The annual meeting of the Clearfield 
Mutual Telephone Exchange has elected officers for another 
year. These are as follows: L. H. Andrews, president; Dewitt 
Gard, vice-president; M. M. Jenkins, treasurer; F. R. Fosmire, 
secretary; D. C. Gard, manager. 

NORWICH, IOWA.—The Coin-Yorktown Telephone Company 
held its annual meeting recently and elected the following of- 
ficers: S. A. King, president; George F. Beach, vice-president, 
secretary and treasurer; John C. Scheibenberger, Wm. Cutter, 
Berry Corder and S. S. Lingo, directors. 

PLEASANT PLAIN, IOWA.—Directors of the Pleasant Plain 
Telephone Co. for the ensuing year are O. C. Spalding, Frank 
Pacha, A. F. Burk, Wm. Burk, L. J. Gorsuch, J. J. Kyle, Mat. 
Braunshausen, Ed. L. Jones, M. Roberts, Elmer Coffin, Cal- 
vin Hoskins. 

ROBINS, IOWA.—The Robins Telephone Co. 


had its annual 
meeting recently. 


The following officers were elected: for the 
ensuing year: J. A. Wilson, president; Frank Mentzer, vice- 
president; H. W. Martin, secretary; W. A. Robins, treasurer. 

WILLIS, KANS.—The Willis Mutual Telephone Co. held the 
annual election recently and elected Chas. Gregg, president; H. C. 
Olsen, vice-president; T. M. White, treasurer; F. A. Clark, secre- 
tary, and S. F. Hoar, director for three years. 

DEERWOOD, MINN.—At the annual election of officers of the 
Aitkin-Deerwood Telephone Co. the officers who served the past 
year were re-elected, as follows:: President, C..P. DeLaittre; 
vice-president and secretary, H. J. Hage; manager and treasurer, 
Heman Moork. 

ALBANY, MO.—The following have been elected directors of 
the Albany Telephone Co. for the coming year: J. W. Agée, 
E. A. Kent, B. F. Hardin, M. W. Brandenburg, M. F. Whaley, 
E. L. Peery, J. E. Lainhart. The following officers have been 
named: J. W. Agee, president; W. P. Whaley, vice-president; 
B. F. Hardin, secretary; M. W. Brandenburg, treasurer; J. E. 
Davidson, superintendent. 

SEDALIA, MO.—The following officers have been elected by 
the Sedalia Home Telephone Co.: President, W. A. Latimer; 
vice-president, William D. Orthwein; secretary, William H. Bas- 
sett; manager, Shields R. Smith. 


BLUE SPRINGS, NEB.—The annual meeting of the Gage 
County Independent Telephone Co. resulted in the election of 
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the following directors: J. H. McPheron, President J. B. Reiff, 
R. Whitton, S. C. VanRiper, C. H. Mason, L. M. Swett and Wm. 
E. Walker. 


CANDOR, N. Y.—At the annual meeting of the Candor Tele- 
phone Co, the following officers were elected for the year: 
President, Preston C. Meddaugh; vice-president, Thomas Pass; 
secretary and treasurer, Eugene D. Holly; directors, Preston C. 
Meddaugh, Thomas Pass, Eugene D. Holly, John P. Fiebig, 
Henry D. Heath, Frank L. Heath, John W. McCarty, Charles 
F. Gridley, John T. Gridley. 

BERGEN, N. Y.—At the annual meeting of the Bergen Tele- 
phone Co., held at the office of the Rochester Telephone Co., 
Rochester, N. Y., the following board of directors was elected: 
George R. Fuller, George F. Roth, Jacob Gerling, J. Foster 
Warner, Fred C. Goodwin, F. W. Zoller, all of Rochester, and 
Cc. E. Housel, of Bergen. No officers were named. 

KEMPTON, PA.—The Berks & Lehigh Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has elected the following officers: Dr. W. J. Fetherolf, pres- 
ident; Elmer Bachman, vice-president; A. B. Greenawalt, secre- 
tary; C. S. Oswald, treasurer. 


MIDDLEBURG, PA.—The Middleburg Telephone Co. has 
elected the following officers: President, G. A. Schoch" secre- 
tary, G. W. Wagenseller; manager, Frank Eyer. 


JONESVILLE, MICH.—At the meeting of the Fayette Rural 
Telephone Co. the following officers were re-elected for the en- 
suing year: President, O. L. Wright; treasurr, E. C. Adams; sec- 
retary, Charles Kimball. 

MORENCI, MICH., Jan. 11.—The Morenci Telephone Co. has 
elected officers as follows: President, Ambrose Combs; Secretary 
and manager, D. H. Osgood; treasurer, Arthur Turner; board 
of directors, Ambrose Combs, Arthur Turner, L. A. Kennedy, 
Clark Cottrell, D. H. Osgood. 

DESHLER, NEB.—The annual meeting of the Deshler Tele- 
phone Co. resulted in the election of A. Caughey, president; John 
Albrecht, vice-president; H. M. Harms, secretary; H. F. Wolf, 
treasurer; F. Brettmann, director. 

ALBANY, N. Y.—The Coxsackie Flats Telephone Co., at its 
first annual meeting has chosen the following directors: George 
Van Schaack, Peter S. Van Schaack, Michael Dolan, B. G. 
Townsend, Derrick Sutfin and William Hallenbeck. 


ELLISTOWN, N. Y.—The Ellistown Telephone Co., at its an- 
nual meeting elected the following officers: President, William 
Ellis; vice-president, N. T. Hulett; secretary, M. D. Ellis; treas- 
urer, Harry A. Ellis. 

COLUMBUS GROVE, OHIO.—The annual election of the Co- 
lumbus Grove Mutual Telephone Co. resulted as follows: Pres- 
ident, S. H. Keirns; vice-president, A. A. Stearkweather; secre- 
tary, W. L. Harbaugh; treasurer, C. G. McClure; manager, W. 
H. Eversole. The trustees are W. H. Eversole, W. A. Shinne- 
berry, Ed. Henderson, E. T. Anderson, D. W. Basinger, Seymore 
Benroth and R. G. Searfoss. 

HAMBURG, PA.—The Windsor Rural Telephone Co. has elect- 
ed the following officers: President, Isaac Krick; vice-president, 
J. W. Rentschler; secretary, M. E. Seidel; treasurer, Charles 
Ammarell. 

YELLOW HOUSE, PA.—The Yellow House Rural 
Co. has elected the following officers and directors: 
George H. Shearer; vice-president, John M. Guldin; 
William D. Reeser; treasurer, M. A. Weidner. 

BRENHAM, TEXAS.—The Sandy Hill Telephone Co. has 
elected the following officers: President, Henry Dierking; vice- 
president, Henry Bechne; secretary, Carl Goessler; treasurer, 
William Ellermann. Directors: F. Fischer, William Buerger and 
Fritz Heidemann. The company will make improvements and 
extensions during the present year. 

CHIPPEWA FALLS, WIS.—The annual meeting of the Chip- 
pewa County Telephone Co. was held recently, reports showing 
that the company has enjoyed a good business during the past 
year. Some improvements were outlined, but no definite action 
was decided upon. A. H. Hunt and Otto Bowe were elected 
directors for three years and the old officers were re-elected as 
follows: President, Lem Richardson; vice president. Frank 
Melville; secretary, H. V. Bartlett; treasurer, Chas. Liehe. 

GRAND RAPIDS, WIS.—At the annual meeting of the Wood 
County Telephone Co. the following officers were elected: W. 
A. Drumb, president; H. E. Fitch, vice-president; M. H. Jack- 
son, Secretary; J. E. Daly, treasurer. The foregoing offiers, 
with G. W. Davis, constitute the board of directors. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


COOLEDGE, GA.—The Cooledge Telephone Co., organized De- 
cember 1, 1911, is now ready for business. The company is cap- 
italized at $1,000. J. F. Coleman is president; Clarence Sikes, 
vice-president; and Charles E. Hobbs, manager. 

NICKERSON, KANS.—The Nickerson Telephone Co. has lately 
installed 2,500 feet of underground cable, which, with its previous 
installation, it is stated, gives the company more underground, 
perhaps, than any other small exchange in the state. 


NELSON, MO.—L. M. Haynie and R. H. Scott, of Nelson, 


Telephone 
President, 
secretary, 


have sold their telephone plant to Mr. Zulinger, of Pilot Grove. 

MEDINA, N. D.—The Medina lines have been bought by the 
North Dakota Independent Telephone Co. 

BROWNWOOD, TEXAS.—The West Texas Telephone Co. has 
purchased the holdings of the Paint Rock Telephone Co., in- 
cluding the local exchange at Paint Rock and about 100 miles 
A number of improvements will be made. 


of toll line. 











The Farmers’ Telephone System had a special meeting 
of the stockholders on January 13th, at the city hall for 
the purpose of raising the money needed to pay off their 
obligations. The members arose splendidly to the occa- 
sion and voted a special assessment of $6.25 to take care 
of their expenditures. None of us are more fully alive to 
the situation than are our wide awake farmers and none 
of us recognize the value of competition in the telephone 
business than they. Mr. Farmer has proven himself wise 
enough to step up and protect his rights after he has 
taken one glance over his shoulder and seen the half- 
sheathed claws of a million-dollar combine ready to lacerate 
his pocket book when he and his company are down and 
out. It is not necessary to hunt up our Aesop’s fables to 
have the story of “The Lion and the Mouse” repeated. 
All we need say is, “Be careful, little mouse.”—Moulton 
(Ja.) Sun. 

The Bell Telephone Co. has now the poles set from 
Centeryille to Bloomfield. It has been very cold and some 
of the men froze their faces and had to go home.—Sharon 
Item, Centerville (Ja.) Sun. 

The East Lincoln Telephone Co. held its annual meeting 
last Saturday, Jan. 6, and elected ,its old officers for another 
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year. When we have the right kind of men in we keep ’em. 
We now have continuous service—day and night, Sunday, 
holidays and all year. Say, men, it pays, too. You are 
just as liable to get the colic after nine o’clock at night 
as any other time, or the stork may come. = In fact it 
seems to be his habit to come of nights, and it’s awful nice 
to know that you can get Central “any old time” you 
ring.—Rockport (Mo.) Mail. 

McVille will keep its telephone office open all day Sunday 
hereafter.—Fargo (N. Dak.) Forum. 

The report that’ the telephone company proposes to do 
away with the local manager and trouble man for this ex- 
change does not meet with the unqualified approval of the 
patrons.—Genoa Junction Item, Lake Geneva (Wis.) 
Herald. 

James Mount is the new manager of Delavan exchange 
of the Citizens Telephone Company, and has already en- 
tered on his duties. He is a well known Delavan boy, 
capable and trustworthy, and will make a good man for 
the place. J. H. Harman, the former manager, went to 
California on a leave of absence last fall, and decided to 
remain permanently in the land of flowers.—Delavan (Ill.) 
Advertiser. 
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Manager D. C. Wenkle of the Buffum Telephone exchange, had a little experience with fire Tuesday that he was 


not expecting. 
ing he snugly 
legs. 


He went out to Paynesville to look after business connected with the exchange there, and before start- 
tucked a foot-warmer in the buggy and proceeded to wrap two new horse blankets around his feet and 


All went well for a time and Mr. Wenkle was congratulating himself upon his thoughtfulness and the success 


of the foot-warmer. 
shut off the draft. 


Presently the heat became so intense that he thought he had better investigate and if needs be 
Then it was that he discovered the thing had set fire to his horse blankets and had burned two big 


holes in them and the fire had crawled up to Mr. Wenkle’s trouser legs which were badly scorched. 
He hastily organized himself into a volunteer fire department and soon had the threatened conflagration under 


control. 
“what might have been.”—Clarksville (Mo.) Piker. 
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After cooling off his foot-warmer by rolling the bricks in the snow he proceeded on his way, with thoughts of 











